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1 PROCEEDTINGS
2
3 CHAIRMAN ITTA: I'm going to go ahead and call the

Horth Slope Federal Subsistence Regional Advisory Council
heeting to order, taking place here in the North Slope Borough
Bssembly Room in Barrow. Today's February 16th, the time is
7:18 p.m.

8

9 I'm going to refer you to our blue agenda. We're going
t6 go ahead and follow that pretty much verbatim. At this time
I111 ask for roll call. Harry?

12

13 MR. BROWER: Okay, Edward. Fenton Rexford?

14

15 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Fenton will be excused tonight. No
phanes in and out of Kaktovik.

17

18 MR. BROWER: Edward Itta?

19

20 CHATIRMAN ITTA: Here.

21

22 MR. BROWER: Harry Brower? I'm here. Gordon Upickson?
2Not here. Frank Long, Jr.?

24

25 MR. LONG: Here.

26

277 MR. BROWER: Jakie Koonuk? ©Not here. Ray Koonuk?
28

29 MR. R. KOONUK: Here.

30

31 MR. BROWER: Jim Aveoganna?

32

33 MR. AVEOGANNA: Here.

34

35 MR. BROWER: And Terry Tagarook?

36

37 MR. TAGAROOK: Here.

38

39 CHATIRMAN ITTA: Okay. Thank you and welcome.

40

41 Barbara, have you heard anything about our colleague
£2om Point Lay? No? You just .....

43

44 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: He said he was going to be here. He

481d he was going to come back in from Fairbanks today.
46

477 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Oh, maybe .....

48

49 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: That's all I know. And he called me
50
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from Fairbanks.

2

3 CHAIRMAN ITTA: All right.

4

5 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: But I haven't heard from him since,
because I've been travelling, so .....

7

8 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay. All right. Thank you.

9

10 We have a quorum. We'll go ahead and continue with our
théeting. I want to go ahead and welcome everybody that's here,

afd before I do, I want to go ahead and introduce a colleague
®8 ours who's attending his first meeting. He's from Point
Hépe, a whaler, hunter and good friend. Ray Koonuk, Sr., is
dbso the mayor of the City of Point Hope. This is Ray Koonuk
hére.

17

18 Everybody knows Frank. Frank, Terry, Jim, Harry, me.
W8've been getting pretty comfortable with meeting here after
26 I think it's what, our third, fourth time maybe we've been
Méeting together?

22

23 I want to just briefly go ahead and start from this
2érner and have you introduce yourselves and who you're with?
25

26 MR. ULVI: Steve Ulvi, Subsistence Manger for Gates of
2He Arctic National Park.

28

29 CHATIRMAN ITTA: Okay.

30

31 MR. HUNTER: I'm Paul Hunter, Subsistence Specialist
®#2th the National Park Service out of Anchorage.

33

34 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay.

35

36 MR. MILLS: I'm Dave Mills, the Acting Superintendent

Bdr Gates of the Arctic National Park out of Fairbanks.
38

39 MR. YOKEL: Dave Yokel with the BLM, Arctic District.
40
41 MR. JAMES: I'm David James. I'm with the Arctic

KHational Wildlife Refuge, and I'd like to point out that the
A8w Refuge Manager, Jim Kurth, will be here tomorrow he hopes.
48e's in Anchorage today, but he'll be here tomorrow .....

45

46 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay.

47

48 MR. JAMES: ..... if you'd like to ask him any
4fiestions about the Refuge.

50
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1

2 CHAIRMAN ITTA: All right. Thank you.

3

4 MR. PEDERSON: Michael Pederson, Arctic Slope Native
Bssociation.

6

7 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Hi, Michael.

8

9 COURT REPORTER: Meredith Downing, R & R Court
Réporters.

11

12 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Helen Armstrong, Fish & Wildlife
$8rvice, Subsistence.

14

15 MR. KOVACH: Steve Kovach with the Fish & Wildlife
$érvice, Subsistence.

17

18 MR. KNAUER: Bill Knauer, Fish & Wildlife Service,
$8bsistence.

20

21 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Welcome, everybody. Faces and names
d?2e starting to get a little familiar here. I know 1if we keep

88eing each other, we'll get the names and faces together yet.
24 don't have any trouble with Helen, Steve and Bill. It's
2%erybody I think I have trouble with.

26

277 But, Ray, these are our staff people that work with us.
28nd Barbara, of course, is our coordinator here who also does
R8gion Nine, which is the -- it's essentially the Kotzebue
Bfistrict over there.

31

32 I want to go ahead and we're at item four, which is the

B8view and adoption of our agenda. And I'd like to entertain a
Bétion to approve the agenda, then get into a discussion about
38°

36

37 MR. R. KOONUK: So move.

38

39 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Moved by Ray Koonuk to approve .....
40

41 MR. LONG: Second.

42

43 CHAIRMAN ITTA: I mean -- go ahead. Second?

44

45 MR. LONG: Second.

46

47 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay. We're open for discussion. Have
w8 got any amendments?

49

50
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MR. KOVACH: Mr. Chair?

CHAIRMAN ITTA: Uh-huh.

adwbdh -

MR. KOVACH: The Refuge Manager for Arctic Refuge,

Mr. Jim Kurth, will be arriving on tomorrow morning's flight.
30 he would like to have the update for the Refuge moved until
8omorrow.

%O CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay. Is that item 6-B?

%é MR. KOVACH: Six-A-six.

%2 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: A-six, yeah.

%Z CHAIRMAN ITTA: Six-A-six. Okay. All right. We need

t3 move the Arctic Refuge, item 6-A-6 to tomorrow. We'll go
dBead and do that if there is no objection. It would be just
t2ght in there for 2/17. All right.

20

21 Any more additions? Corrections? Harry?

22

23 MR. BROWER: Mr. Chairman, I'd like to insert the

8d4mmary of the minutes from our last Council meeting.
25

26 CHAIRMAN ITTA: All right. Okay. Where would .....
27

28 MR. R. KOONUK: That will be on tomorrow?

29

30 CHATIRMAN ITTA: The minutes as summarized by our
8&cretary out of the transcriptions, we will insert as item
32A, approval of minutes. I think Harry's done a fine job on
B&8ing able to summarize all those -- that information on tape,

Pdus some of the discussions we have in our native language,
gAative tongue.

36

37 Any more corrections, additions?

38

39 MR. R. KOONUK: How about this guy over. He's .....
40

41 MR. LONG: He's coming in tomorrow. He'll be here.
42

43 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Yeah.

44

45 MR. BROWER: That's the same person.

46

47 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Do you have -- who is it, Dave or --7
¥8u mentioned that the new Superintendent of ANWR is going to
B8 here. Does he have a spot in here? Did he want some time
50
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#ith us, or just to attend the meeting?

2

3 MR. JAMES: I think that's what Steve Kovach was
#eferring to.

5

6 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Oh, okay. All right.

7

8 MR. JAMES: That Jim would be glad to talk to you
fomorrow.

10

11 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay. We've got that taken care of

tBhen. Any more corrections? If not, somebody call for the
Gidestion here?

14

15 MR. R. KOONUK: Question.

16

17 CHAIRMAN ITTA: The question's called on approval of
tBe motion to -- oh. Boy, you got in there. Just got in
tBere.

20

21 MR. KNAUER: I'm sorry, Mr. Chairman.

22

23 CHATIRMAN ITTA: That's all right.

24

25 MR. KNAUER: I didn't realize that there is a segment

£hat needs to be talked about, the NARC petition. Northwest
R¥ctic Regional Council petition to the Secretary. The
B8terial is in your book, but I didn't realize it was not on

2Be agenda.
30
31 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay.
32
33 MR. KNAUER: So possibly some place under new business.
34
35 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay.
36
37 MR. KNAUER: Maybe in between B and C would probably be
BHe most appropriate place for it.
39
40 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay.
41
42 MR. KNAUER: So between 7-B and 7-C.
43
44 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay. We'll go ahead and -- did you
48y between A and B or B and C?
46
477 MR. KNAUER: Between B and C.
48
49 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay. And that's the NARC position.
50
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1

2 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: NARC petition.

3

4 MR. KNAUER: N-A-R-C. Northwest Arctic Regional
Gouncil. I'll explain more.

6

7 CHATIRMAN ITTA: Yeah. All these acronyms we use around

Bere. They're getting all out of hand. A-W-C, D-W-C-A. Okay.
9

10 With that, we'll go ahead. The question was called on
the motion. All those in favor signify by saying aye?

12

13 IN UNISON: Aye.

%é CHAIRMAN ITTA: Opposed, same sign?

%g (No opposing responses)

%g CHAIRMAN ITTA: Hearing none, continue with -- we want

26 at this time go ahead and take a minute and read about one
3T our colleagues who passed away during a tragic plane crash
B2re right prior to the holidays from the other region next to
A8 over there.

24

25 "In memory of Roy P. Otton. Roy Otton was appointed by
Phe Secretary of the Interior to serve a two-year term on the
3&ward Peninsula Subsistence Regional Advisory council and was
88rving on the Council up until his untimely death in a plane
2%ash in December 1994. He served a one-year term as Vice-
Bhair of the Council during the first year of its operation.

31

32 "Roy was a traditional subsistence user and commercial
fisherman residing in Koyuk, Alaska; he knew the resources and
BhAeir uses very well. He was an acknowledged expert on caribou
38 the region. He had outstanding communications skills,
86pecially of a cross-cultural nature. He was highly respected
BY local people and represented them on the local fish and game
d8visory committee and the board of directors for the regional
B8nprofit corporation. He was an active participant in
#héetings."

41

42 I want to go ahead and take a moment of silence in his
®B8mory.

44

45 (Pause)

46

47 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay. That -- It's always difficult to
48se a colleague, especially one that was as esteemed as he
wa8s. He had such real high hopes for his role in that Council
50
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from the folks that I knew, and the way they talked about him.
21 didn't know him personally.

3

4 Okay. We'll go ahead and get into approval of our
minutes. That's the ones here. I think you all have them.

6

7 MR. BROWER: I sent them out. Some of them have them,
d&nd others don't, Mr. Chairman.

9

10 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay. Barbara will be coming in with

§dme here, but I want to go ahead and move to approve the
$mmary of the minutes from the October 5 through 6, 1994,
h8etings at ASRC, third floor conference room in Barrow,
Adaska. And I'd entertain a motion.

15

16 MR. LONG: So move, Mr. Chair.

17

18 MR. TAGAROOK: Second.

19

20 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Moved by Frank Long, Junior.

21

22 MR. TAGAROOK: Second.

23

24 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Seconded by Terry to go ahead and
dpprove the minutes. We're open for discussion.

26

277 Not really related to the minutes here, but I wanted to
48k a question -- oh, Barbara's not here. Or maybe somebody
28n answer for me from staff here.

30

31 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: I'm here.

32

33 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Oh, there you are. I was looking for
$éu back there. 1In relation to -- I was just referring to the

38ats, the mention of the seats in here, Jakie Koonuk's seat,
®hen is that up? Weren't you .....

37

38 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: It's up at the -- the seat is up.
BRey put Ray on a three-year term, and then .....

40

41 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Right.

42

43 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: ..... put Jakie on the one-year. So
Bds .....

45

46 CHAIRMAN ITTA: But he has not been replaced yet,
édrrect?

48

49 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: No.

50
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MR. BROWER: Not until this year.

MS. B. ARMSTRONG: He should have been here today.

U W

CHATIRMAN ITTA: He should have been here today. So I
Mention that, because Ray had said that they understood it was

8ut, .....

9

10 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah.

11

12 CHATRMAN ITTA: ..... and maybe that's why he wasn't

h&re and we didn't convey to him that he needed to stay.
14

15 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: He's got information. I talked to
hém last week.

17

18 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Oh, you did.

19

20 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: He said he would be here. And
B&cause you guys .....

22

23 CHATIRMAN ITTA: All right. Good.

24

25 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: ..... are on a three -- a cycle of
2bree years, .....

27

28 CHATIRMAN ITTA: Okay.

29

30 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: ..... and then they put Jakie on

Bhat one-year term in place of George Ahmoagak's place.
32

33 CHATRMAN TITTA: Okay. Uh-huh.

34

35 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: And so his term is up as of this
yéar, so we have three seats open.

37

38 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Uh-huh. Okay. Thank you.

39

40 Any comments? Discussion? Let me call for the
dhestion.

42

43 MR. BROWER: Call for the question.

44

45 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Thank you, Harry. Question by Harry.

ARl those in favor of approving the minutes, the summary of the
#hinutes, signify by saying aye?

48

49 IN UNISON: Aye.

50
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10

CHAIRMAN ITTA: Opposed, same sign?
(No opposing responses)

CHAIRMAN ITTA: Hearing none, the motion carries.

OJoyurdbd WN

We'll go on down to item six, Old Business. There is
Subsection (A), number one. We will hear from our National
PArk Service staff.

%% MR. MILLS: I believe that's me here.

%2 CHATRMAN ITTA: Okay.

%2 COURT REPORTER: Up to a microphone, please?

%; CHATIRMAN ITTA: Would you approach up here where we can

@t you recorded? Maybe, Frank, you could push out that chair
2here?

g% MR. MILLS: Have a seat right here?

gi CHATIRMAN ITTA: Yeah.

52 COURT REPORTER: And state your name, please?

g; MR. MILLS: Yeah. My name is Dave Mills. I'm the

R8ting Superintendent for Gates of the Arctic National Park.
BAd I should mention with me as he mentioned, Steve Ulvi from
Bates of the Arctic National Park, our subsistence manager, and
B2'll be able to answer any specific questions, and he's
8@8rtainly the one that has a lot of the detailed knowledge.

F4m fairly new here, and I'm just getting my feet on the

gGbound.

36

37 Also from our regional office, if there are any
gGfestions, we have Paul Hunter.

39

40 But as I mentioned, I've just started this job, but I
4% a little background on myself. I have worked in Kotzebue

#3r a number of years, and more recently I temporarily lost my
48nses apparently and went from Kotzebue to Washington, D.C.,
£6r just a limited time. But, fortunately, while -- the two
¢¥8ars I was in Washington I had the chance to work on the Hill
£#6r Congress and actually worked on the Anaktuvuk Pass land
é¥change agreement while it was in Congress there. So that was
fiBrtunate for me, at least, because I missed Alaska a lot and
B8d the opportunity to become a little more familiar with where
50
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11

that was at and it was a nice stepping stone for me to come
Back to Alaska and to continue that work.

3

4 I know all of you here, ASRC as well as the Nunimuit,
have spent years and years working on this, and it appears as
gou may well now that we're close. Congress is getting very
Zlose. I know we've been there before, but as you may be
8ware, the House of Representatives passed the legislation a
few weeks ago without any dissenting votes. And now it's in
the Senate, and we're being told by the Alaska delegation that
they support it, and fortunately they're on important
t@dmmittees right now that can move the legislation through, so
¥8're being told perhaps within a month there will finally be
législation on Anaktuvuk Pass, so we're all keeping our fingers
tbossed and hoping that that can happen, and then we can get on
¥oHth the important agreement that it ratifies that allows
t&sidents around Anaktuvuk Pass to carry on subsistence
d8tivities using ATVs in certain areas, and it accommodates
tRBose uses in an agreed upon manner there, so I think it's a

gbod step.

21

22 That was the first general good news I wanted to pass
8. I don't know if there's any comments or questions on that
Radrticular aspect of it.

25

26 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Just on the process. You mentioned
2%'s in the Senate. 1Is that going through committee now? And
B8w many steps are kind of involved?

29

30 MR. MILLS: Yeah. Well, on the House side, Chairman
¥dung was able to eliminate a lot of the steps. He -- they did
d2good job over there, and they -- because he is the chairman

38 the full committee, and there were hearings in the previous
8éssion, they didn't have any hearings. They eliminated the

Béarings and went right to his full committee. It was marked
gp and then on to the House floor for a vote. So it went very
Bdst there.

38

39 And I'm being told that in the Senate they'd like to do
4He same thing, and hopefully in the next month or so they'll
Bbe able to -- it will still have to go to the committee, but it

w211 be Senator Murkowski's committee, and hopefully he can
#B3ve it through and onto the Senate floor and we'll be done
wiath it.

45

46 CHATRMAN ITTA: We'll see what he's made out of.

47

48 MR. MILLS: Yeah. We'll .....

49

50
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12

1 CHAIRMAN ITTA: I kind of smile about that, when it's
getting this thing through.

3

4 MR. MILLS: Well, I've got -- I did work with his staff
Bp there quite a bit, and I know they're -- his -- actually his
personal staff is now the staff director for that committee,
dnd I know he has a personal interest in this and wants to see
8t work, so we're hoping to have sometime late spring or early
Summer some sort of celebration where we can acknowledge all
the hard work that's gone in on this from a variety of groups,
blit definitely from the people here in Barrow and Anaktuvuk
P2ss just to acknowledge all the hard work and kick the whole
dGreement off on the right direction. So hopefully in a few
mhénths we'll have good news on that.

15

16 Also along that line, I've begun to work with ASRC, and
I7met with a number of the leaders today about other land
d8reements and how we can take a look at some corporation lands
48d park lands and Interior lands that are being considered buy
RBRC and other groups for a possible exchange. It's kind of
2list in the formative stages right now, but there's just some
PRoughts out there and ideas that would allow for villages
dB3ound -- in the North Slope Borough that weren't allowed to
8élect many lands around their villages to have an opportunity
26 do that, and that's -- it goes beyond the National Park
3érvice, that's more of a bigger thing that involves the
P@partment of Interior as well as the State and other things,
B8t we've begun discussions on that, and I've been involved in
£Bat in Washington, D.C. and now here in Alaska. And we hope
86 continue that. I don't have a lot to report on that, other
Bhan that there's just some general discussions going on with
BBat, but I think there's some good opportunities to take a
330k at some of those ideas.

34

35 Another thing I wanted to pass onto you, we're very
8scited about, and Steve Ulvi is personally involved in the
Bild Lands Camp program that we're planning. It's really a
38int effort between a lot of Federal agencies, Fish & Wildlife
38rvice, the BLM, the North Slope Borough, Park Service .....
40

41 CHAIRMAN ITTA: What's the name of the project again?
42

43 MR. MILLS: Wild Lands Camp is the name of it, and the
44 TI'11 let Steve fill in the details, but I'll give you a
Bbief over-view of it. 1It's an opportunity for high school

¥6ds during the summertime from villages all over the region,

#7om this region and other regions, to get together with wild

48fe biologists and land management professionals at a ten-day
é8mp. And in this case it's going to start at Circle Hot

50
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13

$prings, and then they're going to move on the Yukon River to
dther camps. to learn a little bit about the nuts and bolts of
Working as a land manager, and being a wildlife biologist,
being an archaeologist, all the different disciplines that are
bnvolved, and help them get a start and develop their interest
6n that. And we're real excited about sharing our staff, and I
Rnow the other agencies, Fish & Game's also involved in this.
Bhere's money coming from all sorts of organizations to get
Bhis pilot program going, so I think there's an exciting
pbtential there in that project.

11

12 CHAIRMAN ITTA: TI'll volunteer my daughter for that
M8sa project over there. That's -- I've heard a little bit
about this, and -- that there's some .....

15

1o MR. MILLS: I just want to -- oh, I'm sorry, go ahead.
17

18 CHAIRMAN ITTA: There's some -- my wife had mentioned
tBat. She's a member of our school district .....

20

21 MR. MILLS: Uh-huh.

22

23 CHAIRMAN ITTA: ..... up here, and wanted some info.
Jddst I thought it's kind of timely. She has mentioned maybe
2hat would be a good place to send our -- one of them, one
Bhace to send our daughter for the summer, so .....

27

28 MR. MILLS: Yeah. Yeah. Sounds great.

29

30 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Anyway, 1'm sorry to interrupt. Go
dhead.

32

33 MR. MILLS: ©No, no. I think -- and I think it's long
8%er due. And this is just a pilot program.

35

36 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Yeah.

37

38 MR. MILLS: If it works well, we're hoping to expand it
BAch larger than the ten-day period, the one session that's
§6ing on this summer, so -- Steve, anything to add to that that
21..... ?

42

43 MR. ULVI: No.

44

45 MR. MILLS: Feel free to get with Steve on that. He's

BHélping to develop the curriculum, and really involved with it.
4EZnd I know a lot other agencies are involved with it.

48

49 The reason I bring it up, we're the -- this initial

50
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14

Year, Gates of the Arctic is kind of the host staff that's
Pulling -- helping to pull things together.

3

4 CHATRMAN ITTA: Okay.

5

6 MR. MILLS: We have other -- a lot of other people
Helping though.

8

9 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Uh-huh.

10

11 MR. MILLS: Another project going on that we're real
@éRcited about is the -- an ethnography study that's actually

finds from the Park Service to the North Slope Borough that
%411 fund studying Anaktuvuk Pass through Grant Spearman and
bbther people there to better document some of the ethnographic
laformation that's -- some of it already available there in
Alaktuvuk Pass and other sources, so that's the type of thing
%8'd like to continue to encourage. There's a lot of real
éQperience and talented, knowledgeable people out there that
@8'll try to continue to tap into.

21

22 We also have -- as you're probably aware of, there's a
23operative caribou monitoring project in Anaktuvuk Pass that
24volves Fish & Game and the North Slope Borough, and that's
2bntinuing, and I understand that's been a very successful
B6ogram going on up there that we're a part of also.

27

28 And then the other thing that I wanted to throw out,
29m personally very interested and committed to trying to do a
Bé8tter job with our local hire program and in getting native
P&ople on our staff and working with our staff, whether it be
34 Anaktuvuk Pass or wherever we work. And I just wanted to
38t people know that this summer we will be looking for perhaps
d4student or whoever would work in well there. 1In the past
®&'ve used a RAP student at Anaktuvuk Pass to help out with
36me of the activities around there, and we plan to do that
ddain this summer, so we're looking to do that.

38

39 And i1if there's any other suggestions or avenues that we
é6uld pursue to be a little bit getter at bringing up students,
glich as these camp programs and whatever, we're open to
gdfiggestions on trying to make that work better. Co-op students
48 the University or whatever it takes.

44

45 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Uh-huh. Frank?

46

47 MR. LONG: I have a question. We're talking about
§8udent. What grade are you talking about?

49
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MR. MILLS: Well, the RAPS program is high school.

MR. LONG: High school.

adwbdh -

MR. MILLS: And generally for most of the programs that
we have, they need to be at least high school. But we also
Have a co-op program with the University in Fairbanks, too,
8hat's -- I know I've done that in Kotzebue. It's worked well
9n Kotzebue, and I know it's working well around the State, so
géflther high school or college will be fine.

11

12 MR. LONG: Uh-huh.

13

14 MR. MILLS: And we've also done -- I know 1in Kotzebue I

wWbrked closely with Jonas Ramouth there. We shouldn't just

lémit it to young people. There's elders that have a lot to
tdntribute, and Jonas has been a real valuable asset there,

t8o, so we're open to whoever is interested, really.

19

20 MR. LONG: I have another question. Local hire. Do
Ydu have any limitations, such as age purposes, like middle

dge, senior? How old?

23
24 MR. MILLS: ©No, it can -- it can be any of those. I
£hink you have to be -- I think you have to be 18 years old for

£hat program, but 18 or above, and there's no age limitation.
®W&'re interested in a variety of ages actually is really nice.
28

29 And the local hire program actually allows us, and this
38n't just with the Park Service, this applies to any Federal
d¢ency, it allows us to hire people based upon their -- the
8Rills and the knowledge they bring from being residents in an
dBea, so we can -- we can avoid some of the bureaucratic
Béquirements of Federal Government with this local hire
Bbogram, and kind of cut through the red tape and get at the
Idportant aspects that many local people can bring to the job
without worry too much about some formal education requirements
38 other requirements of previous government service and things
E9ke that. So it's a good program.

40

41 MR. LONG: Okay. Let me ask you another question. You
w@re talking about people that are experienced. We do have
éRperienced people in this area, but I think there would be a
gall problem factor of, you know, there's some people that
d4bes not quite well read or write.

46

477 MR. MILLS: Uh-huh.

48

49 MR. LONG: Would you require interpreters or somebody
50
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that would be able to understand what's going on in your
Raperwork and whatever books that you present?

3
4 MR. MILLS: Yeah, I think -- I think there's all sorts
6f opportunities depending on what a person brings. I can

think in the case of Jonas Ramouth who continues to work in
Rotzebue, he was a valuation asset because he was bilingual,
8nd he did a lot of interpretation for us, and he would -- he
would help me understand some of the cultural things that I
dfldn't necessarily understand, so I don't think the -- there's
dthy specific requirements, that -- you know, that the local
h2re program is to bring in local knowledge that exists in
¥31lages. That traditional knowledge is what we're after, and
hAderstanding that. And somebody on the staff that can make
$bre that that's a part of the whole management philosophy and
what we're doing.

17

18 MR. LONG: The reason that I'm saying this is .....
19

20 MR. MILLS: Uh-huh.

21

22 MR. LONG: ..... because we have a senior citizen over
BR8re who is bilingual, you know.

24

25 MR. MILLS: Uh-huh.

26

277 MR. LONG: But the really experienced persons that we
R8ve in our communities does not have that cross-cultural or
B®%lingual aspect, and they are very -- they are very

Ffitelligent, but the problem with them is understanding the
Bhglish language, and writing or putting something on paper
3#less they have an interpreter.

33

34 MR. MILLS: Well, that -- you know, depending on the
8bhrcumstance, that hopefully wouldn't stand in the way if there
®és, you know, a need and something they could offer in that
Béspect. I think there's a lot people like that can offer,

38 .....

39

40 CHAIRMAN ITTA: And I think Frank's got a position, a
4dng-standing position up here, and I think we made that clear
#3 some of our staff earlier, and that is the extreme amount of
¥Bowledge that is available here that is not used, because
é4ther your policies or your job descriptions have all these
dhmitations that they've got to be able to write this 1,000
pége report and understand ten kinds of .....

47

48 MR. MILLS: Yeah.

49
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1 CHAIRMAN ITTA: ..... number systems to get from one to
en. 1It's a shame, and I agree with Frank. Got to utilize
Bhat knowledge, and especially with somebody like Jim Allen who
éan speak both languages and all kinds of information in there,
plus a lot of history.

6

7 MR. MILLS: You bet. 1It's very valuable.

8

9 CHAIRMAN ITTA: He's got a lot of history, Jim Allen.
QORay. Sorry, Frank. Go ahead.

11

12 MR. MILLS: Yeah. That's about all I had. 1I'll -- you
kBow, as I mentioned, Steve and Paul are here to -- in fact, I

think Steve's on the agenda a little bit later here, and he'll
b& talking about the Region Six, Eight and Ten boundary issue.
160 I'11l let him do that.

17

18 MR. TAGAROOK: Mr. Chairman, I have one question. You
$8id something about ATVs, and is there anything -- is there
86mething that was said about snow machines?

21

22 MR. MILLS: Well, snow machines are allowed.

23

24 MR. TAGAROOK: Oh, okay.

25

26 MR. MILLS: And so that's really not -- not really a
BZoblem right now, so -- it was the ATVs use in the summer, and
PBe use of park lands, so this legislation that's going through
29ght now is -- it's taken ten years or so, is an agreement

Bhat works out that problem to both sides satisfaction.
31

32 MR. TAGAROOK: Yeah, the people in the legislature
8Bould realize that an ATV doesn't weigh tons.

34

35 MR. MILLS: Yeah.

36

37 MR. LONG: Yeah, let me ask you, what's your -- what is
$8ur real definition for an ATV?

39

40 MR. MILLS: Boy, I'm not sure what the legal
déscription is. I think there's probably some -- if I remember
#2ght -- Steve, do you want to fill in on that?

43

44 MR. LONG: Is it .....

45

46 MR. MILLS: Is there a weight 1limit? I think there's
g3dme weights involved.

48

49 MR. ULVI: Mr. Chairman, part of the -- within this

50
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dgreement, the definition of an ATV is a six or eight-wheel
dff-road vehicle that weighs 1200 pounds empty or 2,000 pounds
Boaded. So it takes into account the six and eight-wheel Argos
#hat are used in Anaktuvuk Pass.

5

o MR. LONG: Yeah, so it .....

7

8 MR. ULVI: But would not include three-wheelers or
four-wheelers.

10

11 MR. LONG: Oh, okay. Most of the ATVs that they use I

kRAow at Anaktuvuk are like you mentioned six and eight wheeler,
bdt they've also got these four-wheel ATVs that's got four-

Wheel drive and has as much power, but weigh -- but the weight
% it is lighter.

16

17 MR. ULVI: That's right.

18

19 MR. LONG: And they carry as much load.

20

21 MR. ULVI: That's right. The way the agreement, if it

2dmes to pass and becomes legislation, would be that all-
£8rrain vehicles that are smaller than those six or eight-
@Wheeled vehicles under 2,000 could be considered to be used by
Phe Secretary of the Interior if it's shown that they have no
Rére impact than the larger ATVs, .....

27

28 MR. LONG: Uh-huh. They .....

29

30 MR. ULVI: ..... and I think you would agree the --

Brobably a four-wheel drive four-wheeler would have less impact
BHan a (Indiscernible, simultaneous speech) or larger .....

33

34 MR. LONG: Will you -- then would you consider a four-
wheel ATV as a legal all-terrain vehicle? A legal.

36

37 MR. ULVI: In the purposed of that agreement, they
38uld be used.

39

40 MR. MILLS: Yes.

41

42 MR. ULVI: Right. 1If that analysis is made that they
A3ve less impact. The same or less impact than the ones I
déscribed.

45

46 MR. LONG: Uh-huh. Okay.

47

48 MR. ULVI: Yeah, they could be in Anaktuvuk.

49

50
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1 MR. LONG: Thank you.
2
3 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Any questions for Dave here or his

gtaff? Like he said, we will be talking some more with them,
and I want to make sure I get with Steve about the last. Thank

gou.

7

8 MR. MILLS: Thank you. It's a pleasure to be here.

9

10 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay. This is a guy I like to question

hp coming up next about our caribou. Where in the world are
tHhey? Geoff Carroll.

13

14 MR. LONG: Yeah, what happened to them?

15

16 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Geoff's a good guy to get to know, Ray.
1You can call him up and ask him where is -- where are the
dfimals.

19

20 MR. LONG: If they all disappear, he'll find it for
You.

22

23 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Yeah. If he can't, we're in big
2#Zouble.

25

26 CHATIRMAN ITTA: Go ahead Geoff.

27

28 MR. CARROLL: I'm Geoff Carroll. 1I'm the Alaska area
@91ldlife biologist. Yeah, I'm surprised you put me on the
3genda, working for the State and all, but I do have a few
Bhings I'd like to talk about, so I'll take advantage of it.
32

33 What I -- I guess the first thing is the moose
Péprulation on the Colville River has really taken a decline
dbring the last two years. Kind of my -- I go and count the

B6ose every spring and April and then I go again usually in
33te October and count them again, see how many bulls there are
38mpared to how many cows and things like that. And since --
Bé&tween 1991 and '94 the number of moose in the areas that I
é6unt -- I don't count the entire population every year. I
BAave certain trend areas that I count every year so that I can
430k at the -- whether the trend is up or down or whatever, but
43 and basically what I count is the main Colville River, the
Adaktuvuk River and the Chandler River. And between 1991 and
41894, the number of moose that I've counted in there have

déclined from 717 moose down to 407 moose. That's a decline of
43%. And that's not good.

48

49 But what's even worse is the last two years, in '92 and
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572 272-7515
Fax 274-8982

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



20

- or in '93 and '94, when I've done counts during the fall,
£he percentage of calves in the population has dropped from
Bike 22% calves and 24% calves in 1991 and '92 to only 5% and
8% calves in '93 and '94, so we're having almost no calf

5urvival in there for some reason. We're not getting any
fecruitment, nothing added to the population.

7

8 So I have submitted a proposal to the Alaska Board of
@ame to change the seasons in there in order to kind of take
the pressure off the moose as much as we can. I designed the
ptroposal to have as little effect as possible on the -- on the

13cal subsistence hunters, particularly the Nuigsut hunters.
ABd although this kind of goes on a little more with the
é4planation of what's going to happen there, but it's probably
é&dsier to look at if you go to the second page, and under the
$@mmary, and it has under there just the proposed changes, and
tHis is what's going to change with this new proposal if it
pbé&sses.

19

20 The cow season will be -- at this -- the way the old
?2égulations were, basically we had a wide open season from the
£2rst of August to the end of March. You could take any sex,
A8y size -- any size of bull. You could take cows or any size
24 bull. I want to change that so that you can only take cows
dbring the month of August.

26
27 And we also have a -- we've had a regulation in place
£8r some time. It's called a controlled use area in there, and

%8u cannot use airplanes to hunt during the month of August, so
BRat really restricts the number of people that are coming in
Bhere. It basically limits it, you know, to the people that
Bn boats up from Nuigsut, and hunt during August. There is a
33ttle bit of a loophole in the law where people can fly into
Bhiat and take boats from Umiat to hunt, and there are a couple
85 people that do that, too.

36

37 So that will be one change. You'll only be able to
B8ke cows during August.

39

40 So -- and then another change in the regulation is
dfter September 1st, you'll only be able to take bulls that
BW3ave antlers that are greater than 50-inch antlers. That's
B38sically -- we're limiting the -- we're trying to, you know,

d4ke I say, take the pressure off the population, so we're
4bmiting the number of bulls that will be killed, and one way
46 do that is say you can only take the real big ones. So, you
kflow, a lot of the real big ones like that are getting beyond
48 I mean, when they get real big, into the 60-inch range,
4Bey're usually kind of beyond -- they're starting to move out
50
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df the breeding age. And so we're trying to keep the younger,
ore vigorous bulls in the population.

3

4 So the resident season, that means anyone who is an
Blaskan resident, will be reduced from August 1lst to March
81lst, which is what it is now. We're going to reduce that to
Rugust 1lst to December 31st. So we're eliminating -- I mean,
8n this proposal we're talking about eliminating the season
from January lst to March 31st. And the reason I want to do
that is because we want to reduce the number of cows that are
harvested as much as possible, and after the moose lose their
dAtlers in the spring, I think it will be very hard for people
t3 tell -- I mean, it doesn't make much sense to have a bulls
0Aly regulation when you can't tell -- during the time when you
tan't tell bulls from the cows. So anyway that's why we've
p6oposed to do away from -- with that spring hunt.

17

18 Non-residents, their season will be reduced from
$8ptember 1st through December 31st to only a ten-day season.
28 will just be from September 5th to September 15th, so
hey've had their season shortened the most.

22

23 Okay. I think that kind of sums up the changes that
24m proposing.

25

26 You know, the benefits hopefully will -- the number of

23ws that are killed will be greatly reduced, you know, and the
B8jor problem with the population now is the calf production
aAd survival. And, you know, so it's obvious that we need to
B8@intain as many cows in the population as possible, you know,
Bd produce calves and try to rebuild the population.

32

33 Now, the reason we're limiting the number -- trying to
Béduce the number of bulls harvested is we don't -- we don't
Bave many bulls coming into the population at this point. The
8&lves aren't surviving, and so we don't have any bulls being
ddded to it, so, you know, if this goes on for four or five
y$8ars, we're going to have very few bulls in the population, so
®8 need to maintain some bulls in there for breeding purposes,
460.

41

42 MR. BROWER: Mr. Chairman?

43

44 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Harry.

45

46 MR. BROWER: Geoff, I have a question for you. To
#éduce the -- you said the recruitment or the calf survival,

é8uldn't you just take out the non-resident hunt for like a
é8uple years until the population comes up again, and then
50
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te-open it at that time, or is that too much trouble to get
2nto?

3

4 MR. CARROLL: Well, there's lots of ways to look at it,
% guess, you know, and I tried to be fair about it. I tried to
et it up so that, you know, all the user groups were giving up
gomething, you know, and -- but -- and I tried to set it up so
8hat the local subsistence hunters were giving up the least. I

flean, most Nuigsut hunters do their hunting in August or at
l8ast they have that option. They can do their hunting during
Atgust, and I've tried to leave that season almost completely
d2one so that it's pretty much unrestricted there.

13

14 Like I say, I did -- I set it up so that the
mbébn-resident hunters are -- you know, they're going from a
three-month season to a ten-day season. They're taking quite a
7 they're giving up quite a bit.

18

19 And, you know, the other thing is that there are some

glides that have worked in that area for 20 years, you know,
dhd they run good operations, you know. They go in and take a
22mited number of moose, and, you know, they always report and

2Bey -- you know, they work pretty closely with the community
% Anaktuvuk Pass. You know, they work through there quite a
bht. And I know that if, you know, suddenly -- you know,

Phey've got clients set up, you know, for next year and all
PHat sort of thing. And I know that if we cut the season off
28mpletely, they would show up in force at the Board of Game

B8eting, and I -- you know, and I wouldn't want to see that
B8ppen. I mean, I -- that's okay for them to show up. I just
Bhink that if they -- if they go to the Board of Game meeting

38d feel like they've really been treated poorly that, you
BBow, they would ask for everything back, you know, whereas
BAey might accept, you know a big reduction like this and still
Bhgure they can have some clients, but not as many. So that
wés my thinking in that.

37

38 You know, it might get all changed around by the time
39 gets to the Board of Game, so .....

40

41 CHATIRMAN ITTA: Okay. Yeah. Thanks, Geoff. Frank and
4Hen Ray.

43

44 MR. LONG: Let me explain a little bit about this

Atgust. In the past it used to be from September 1st till
Mérch 31. The Village of Nuigsut had requested to the Board of
Gdme, I think it was in 1974 or 1975, to put in August as the
éBening season for the reason that we as local people would be
4Ble to hunt without the interference of sport hunters or
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dircraft. And it is quite good. But we still have a problem
3f aircraft that flies out there, and the sport hunters that go
dut there.

4

5 And we in our community go do our hunting not on the
day or the beginning of August 1lst. What we try to do in the
Past few years, due to our whaling activities that comes in
B8eptember, we try to utilize most of August, but the majority
8f our people are hunting in September when they're nice and
f8t and tender at that time.

11

12 The only reason why we requested August i1s to get away
fBom all this activity that takes place while we're doing our
hdnt. At most times in the whole -- in the whole season, we

éhd up with not even one moose. And it kind of scares me to
héar this word "decline".

17

18 A week and a half ago, there was a whole bunch of young
&fys that went upriver looking for some guy that was stranded
38 broke down. And in the Itkillik and part of the Colville,
Phey indicated that there is a lot more moose than they ever
828en before. I think the reason for this is when there is no
d3rcraft activity, then they'll show. What I'm assuming is
ddring our hunt in August and September, is that due to air
2baft that flies and hovers or circles around the moose are
2bhasing them over either to the Kuparuk River or the Siksikpuk
River, which is not very far from the Colville. And there 1is
328st as much nourishment over there as there is in the
e8lville.

30

31 We as moose hunters, caribou hunters, where we do all
BHe majority of subsistence hunting, at most times end up with
83 catch at all, although we have August as our opening season.
3And it kind of scares me to see this word "decline". Where
dhd they go? Where did 310 moose go when last year there was
38hly three moose harvested?

37
38 MR. CARROLL: Well, I mean, that's a very good
Gflestion, and I don't know the entire answer to it. There's a

46t of possibilities, and, you know, kind of the first thing a
pérson kind of looks at is, I mean, there are rapidly expanding
wa3lf populations, .....

43

44 MR. LONG: Uh-huh. Yeah.

45

46 MR. CARROLL: ..... and bear populations all along the

€3lville River, and we could have a big predation problem
4Bere.

49
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1 MR. LONG: Uh-huh.

2

3 MR. CARROLL: And so, I mean, that's kind of the first
#hing that occurs to me. But there's other possibilities, too,
gou know. I mean, there's -- and I'm going to be looking at
611 these things this year. One of them -- well, I'll just
fay, kind of -- the research, kind of my strategy for research

8n trying to figure out what's going on there is the first
fhing we're going to do is we're going to do an area-wide
ténsus this spring. Like I say, usually I count certain trend
dteas to see if it looks like they're increasing or decreasing,
bAt once every several years we fly absolutely every drainage
®8 the North Slope and see just how many moose there are, to
thdke sure that, you know, it's not just a matter of the ones
that I'm counting in this area have moved over into another
db6ea. We fly all the areas so that we can compare that to the
ldst time we did a full census. So that will give me a better
18ea just exactly, you know, what we have as far as the
pépulation, although, you know, I'm pretty confident that there
dfte fewer moose than there were.

21

22 You know, another guy that's -- Billy Patkatuk, he
B38kes long trips out of Wainwright. He's called me the last
PWwo years and said in the Upper Colville River he's not seen
#8arly as many moose along there as he's seen in the past.

26

27 But, you know, another possibility is that that area's
B8come over-grazed. You know, there's been a relatively high
B8ose population in there for -- a good, steady population for

30 years in there, and that's really unusual for a moose
pPobpulation. Usually they go way up and they go way down,
d2pending upon the amount of browse they have to eat in there.
32nd so I'm going to get a browse expert in there, a guy that
B4s looked at moose habitat a lot and can tell me if it is
8%er-grazed or not. If that's the case, if they are, you know,
36 1if they're not getting enough food, then in a lot of times
BHe cows come through winter in poor shape and they produce

p8or -- weak calves, and the calves die right away.

39

40 MR. LONG: Uh-huh. Yeah.

41

42 MR. CARROLL: And so that's one thing I'm going to look
as.

44

45 Another thing is just pregnancy rate, see if for some
#6éason the cows aren't getting pregnant. See, I've been doing

#He counts in the fall, and that's when already the numbers are
#8al low, you know. Usually you expect over-winter die off,
¢8u don't expect them to .....
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1

2 MR. LONG: Yeah.

3

4 MR. CARROLL: ..... die in the summer. So there are
methods that you can -- well, the method that is used is you go

é6long and find a cow moose and collect a couple turds from her,
dnd then you can take those in the laboratory and have them
8xamined, and they can say whether that cow is pregnant or not,
80 we're going to be kind of doing a pregnancy test on the herd
this spring.

11

12 Another thing, I want to be there during calving and
j8st see what's going on. Are these cows having calves, or --
¥éu know, and if they are having calves, what's happening to
them. Are the bears coming along and just eating them all up
6 what's the story.

17

18 I tried to do that last spring, but it just turned out
tBat the same week the moose were calving, we were calving. We
@w8re down in Anchorage having a baby, so I kind of missed it.
21didn't get there until three weeks after the calving period,

aAd so by that time -- but already after three weeks, there
@w8re -- there was only like 11% calves in the population, and
2% should be up around 30 or 40% at that time. So I -- but I

88111 didn't answer that gquestion, you know, were they being
Bérn, or are they just being killed real soon after birth.

27

28 So I'm going to be looking at all these things, but
R9nd of in the meantime what I'd like to do with this proposal
38 just take the human hunting pressure off the moose, you
Bhow, reduce the human hunting pressure for a couple year so we
d2n figure out what's going on.

gz CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay. Ray, you had a question?

gg MR. LONG: Let me -- let me finish. .....

g; MR. R. KOONUK: Yeah.

28 MR. LONG: ..... Let me finish my statement here.

jé CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay.

ii MR. LONG: I agree. I agree with your proposal here,

which is I think will work out. But I would say that if the
gport hunters or the non-resident season which would be only
4én days, that they do have big meetings in Fairbanks or
ABchorage, and -- on caribou and moose or any other wildlife.
48 the meeting that I listened to not too long ago, I think it
50
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#%as a month ago or so, was on caribou, and the statement was
why is it that we non-residents of the North Slope is not
Bunting and these natives can subsist. They're not thinking
#eally good. And a bunch of sport hunters, they just look for
& decoration for their home.

0

7 MR. CARROLL: 1In other words, what -- 1s there a
uestion? I .....

9

10 MR. LONG: Yeah, it -- it is kind of obvious for a

pérson like me that's understanding what's going on.

12

13 MR. CARROLL: Uh-huh.

14

15 MR. LONG: For a person that's outside, 1,000, 10,000
holes away comes out here and says, "Why can't we subsist like
tHese guys are subsisting?" The reason that I'm saying this,
tBey don't subsist. All they're there is for the antler.

19

20 MR. CARROLL: Yeah, I get it.

g% MR. LONG: A piece bone that's useless.

gi MR. CARROLL: Yeah, I -- yeah, really.

52 MR. LONG: They don't eat that bone, we do.

g; MR. CARROLL: Uh-huh. Well, yeah, they're not my
favorite type of people either, but they are .....

gg CHATIRMAN ITTA: Let me ask you, before Ray asks his

glestion, it's kind of related to what Frank is saying, the
PBoposal's going before the State Board?

gé MR. CARROLL: The State Board of Game, yeah.

gg CHAIRMAN ITTA: The State Board of Game, .....

gg MR. LONG: Yeah, I like your proposal.

jg CHAIRMAN ITTA: ..... and the meetings are going to
B3dppen in Anchorage or Fairbanks or where -- where does Nuigsut

g8t its chance for input to counteract the sport hunter point
6% view?

45

46 MR. CARROLL: Yeah. Boy, you kind of caught me with my
pdnts down on that one. It's either in Fairbanks or Anchorage.
48

49 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Uh-huh.
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1

2 MR. CARROLL: I was planning on having a public meeting
3n Nuigsut, and I've been .....

4

5 CHATRMAN ITTA: Okay.

6

7 MR. CARROLL: ..... trying to line up with their .....
8

9 CHAIRMAN ITTA: All right.

10

11 MR. CARROLL: ..... city council meeting, except it
ot .....

13

14 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Good.

15

16 MR. CARROLL: ..... the last one got cancelled, so I
pZan on going over and, you know, making a .....

18

19 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Frank, .....

20

21 MR. CARROLL: ..... presentation at the wvillage.

22

23 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Keep him to his word.

24

25 MR. CARROLL: Well, I'd love to do it. 1I've just got
26 figure out -- got to figure out the .....

27

28 MR. LONG: See me up to .....

29

30 MR. CARROLL: Yeah, just got to figure out a time when.

3You know, this week didn't work, and the week before I was
82heduled to go over, but they postponed the meeting, and so if

$éu .....

34

35 MR. LONG: Uh-huh. Yeah. I .....

36

37 MR. CARROLL: ..... happen to know when the next .....
38

39 MR. LONG: I heard about that.

40

41 MR. CARROLL: ..... when the next council meeting 1is,
4211 sure be there.

43

44 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Good. Ray?

45

46 MR. R. KOONUK: Yeah. Could you repeat your first

d¥fatement about where you were studying these moose, the
pBpulation of the moose?

49
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1 MR. CARROLL: Where studying them?

2

3 MR. R. KOONUK: Yeah. I mean, where -- is it
Anaktuvuk, Colville?

5

o MR. CARROLL: Yeah, 1it's the .....

7

8 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Canning?

9

10 MR. CARROLL: Yeah. We don't have a map that shows
fight here, but it's the .....

12

13 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Right here.

14

15 MR. CARROLL: Basically the Colville River and its
t6ibutaries as well.

17

18 CHAIRMAN ITTA: All the waters lining into the .....
19

20 MR. CARROLL: Yeah, this is the Colville River right

dlong here, and so my sample areas are this area between the
mduth of the Anaktuvuk River and the Killik River. I count the
m3ose in there. And then the ones on the Anaktuvuk River and
24 the Chandler River.

25

26 MR. R. KOONUK: 1Is that the migration route there for
2He moose or .....

28

29 MR. BROWER: Just the .....

30

31 MR. CARROLL: Yeah, the -- these moose do travel around
d21lot more than most moose. They're kind of -- they're

B3vement pattern is in the spring as soon as the snow starts
géing off, they spread out over the North Slope and up into the
86othills, and they graze a lot of this area. In the winter,
36 the snow gets deeper, they tend to move down into the river
Bdttoms where there's good willow growth, and kind of -- later
BBey'll -- the later in the winter it gets, the more of them
$6u'll find in the bottoms of the rivers. I do my fall surveys
#hBe end of October. There's about half as many moose as there
dte in there by April. By April almost of the moose .....

42

43 MR. R. KOONUK: Well, since you're studying the moose,
d44d you ever go further northwest, because there's some moose
ébt there that are running around and .....

46

47 MR. CARROLL: Yeah, that's .....

48

49 MR. R. KOONUK: ..... you know, we have -- we're having
50
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d different year, you know, with caribou. They're migrating --
fhousands of caribous is wandering right around Point Hope, and
Bhat's, you know, a strange year this year.

4

5 MR. CARROLL: Yeah. Uh-huh.

6

7 MR. R. KOONUK: And I wonder if the moose, if they've
gone .....

9

10 MR. CARROLL: You're thinking maybe they've moved down.
11

12 MR. R. KOONUK: ..... further northwest and over here a
%38y, you know.

14

15 MR. CARROLL: Yeah. Well, that's one thing I'll be

d6ing this spring. I'll fly every drainage on the North Slope
tHat has a patch of willows on it, you know, looking for moose.
18'11 fly the Itkillik River, the Kigalik, the Kuparuk, you
kffow, we'll hit all of those, and that will give me -- you
Rfiow, that will be kind of the final answer on this, you know,
what's the status of the moose population, if they have just,

Y2u know -- the strange thing is .....

23

24 MR. R. KOONUK: Well, the reason why I ask is that we
BRaven't seen very much moose last summer.

26

27 MR. CARROLL: Uh-huh.

28

29 MR. R. KOONUK: Probably I think one or two, you know,
wls caught, and nothing here.

31

32 MR. CARROLL: Yeah. Yeah. And, you know, in addition
83 that, they do -- other people do counts over in this area,

BAe Fish & Wildlife service people do moose counts over in
Bére, and the moose populations all across the North Slope are
déwn considerably, and there's very poor calf survival all
BHrough the North Slope, and even, you know, a lot of the
N8atak drainages and even down around Nome there. All the
BOose populations, for some reason there's just kind of a
ABrthern part of this, it's kind of common in the whole
Abrthern part of the State, the moose populations are down.

Bt I -- they're kind of worse on the -- they've gone down the
#3st on the Colville River.

44

45 MR. LONG: It's common knowledge.

46

477 CHAIRMAN ITTA: It's the ozone layer.

48

49 (Laughter)

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572 272-7515
Fax 274-8982

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



30

% MR. CARROLL: Yeah. Well, it's got me kind of baffled.
2 CHAIRMAN ITTA: That's good. Yeah. Any more comments
bfor Geoff?

g MR. R. KOONUK: Mr. Chairman.

g CHATRMAN ITTA: Ray?

%2 MR. R. KOONUK: As far as, you know, counting the

h@dose, what else do you do besides count the moose or .....
13

14 MR. CARROLL: With the moose?

15

16 MR. R. KOONUK: I mean, any animals like caribou or --
43 you take samples or .....

18

19 MR. CARROLL: I'm mostly just an animal counter, you
Rfiow. I keep track of movements and count the population is my

Btrimary job. You know, we do capture caribou and put radio
2dllars on them. We put some satellite collars on and some VHF
28llars so that we can track their movements around the North
34dope. When we capture an animal like that, we usually go
dhead and weigh it and take a blood sample and things like that
86 we can check them for disease or anything like that. We've
23llected some caribou and collected samples for contaminant
88udies, you know, to see if they have cadmium or things that
@8 don't want to be eating in them. And also I've gone around
38d collected samples like that from moose that hunters have
Bdken. Yeah, other than that, I'm mostly just a .....

32

33 MR. R. KOONUK: Just count.

34

35 MR. CARROLL: ..... just a counter.

36

37 MR. R. KOONUK: Maybe I'll find somebody who can
d8alyze .....

39

40 MR. LONG: Let me ask an additional question. When you

d4d your counting, do you do it by air? Mostly by air or .....
42

43 MR. CARROLL: Yeah, most of the count.

ié MR. LONG: You know, .....

35 MR. CARROLL: Just since .....

2% MR. LONG: ..... when we go up river and do our moose
5
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hunting, I think one reason we can't find a moose is they've
got hide outs up there, like Quonset hut, and they go to them.
3

4 MR. CARROLL: Yeah. It's hard to see them from the air
8&ven sometimes, but it's easier .....

6

7 MR. LONG: Maybe what -- how you do the counting if a
Boose is in one of those.

9

10 MR. CARROLL: Yeah. Well, I'm sure we don't get every
bhe of them, but it's -- compared to other places, you know, we
hdve it pretty easy. I can imagine how it is trying to count
h3ose in a thick forest. That's pretty .....

14

15 MR. LONG: Yeah.

16

17 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Mountains, thick forest, yeah.

18

19 MR. CARROLL: Yeah.

20

21 MR. TAGAROOK: Mr. Chairman?

22

23 MR. CARROLL: It's pretty tough.

24

25 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay, Geoff. I want to try to keep
Béving. Terry.

27

28 MR. TAGAROOK: Just I like the proposal also, and I

d8ree with Harry, that if you take the non-resident season out
gftil the population is healthy enough for non-residents to
@bme back in. And I have one question for Frank, and, Frank,

38 any -- do you have any sightings of musk ox in your area?
33

34 MR. LONG: Oh, man.

35

36 MR. TAGAROOK: Maybe that might be another problem,
Bdybe the musk ox are driving the moose away.

38

39 MR. LONG: That's an issue of its own, because -- those
#ilsk ox.

41

42 CHAIRMAN ITTA: We're going to have a musk ox report.
W8'1ll get to that. I see on our agenda we do have an item.
44

45 MR. R. KOONUK: We have one more. Mr. Chairman?

46

477 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Right. Jim?

48

49 MR. AVEOGANNA: We're talking about the moose and all
50
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that. Always any movement like moose and them caribou and all
2hat stuff, so I want to check with Geoff about this one here.
3When you check through the areas and all that, what time of
#he day, what kind of weather were you coming around through
the areas where you might be that source and like that.

6

7 MR. CARROLL: Well, when I do moose counts, I usually
§o and base out of Umiat, you know, we can -- I have a cabin
fhere and I can -- I just sit there and wait for a perfect day.
1%ou know, I wait for a nice sunny day. I don't usually do
those in anything but real good weather. I wait for good
¥2sibility conditions.

13

14 MR. AVEOGANNA: Okay. You've been contact by the

hé&ntion about the airplanes and all that around the areas.
16

17 MR. CARROLL: Uh-huh.
18
19 MR. AVEOGANNA: Okay. Make sure that they're coming

2Bhrough, fly around to have the sport hunters around. That's
Rodw they do.

22
23 MR. CARROLL: Yeah, that's -- it's always a tough one
P4ying to -- I mean, there are a lot of people in the State and

26ts of airplanes, and, you know, and not all of them are
Pérfect, law-abiding citizens, and, you know, it's a hard thing
23 control, those airplanes. We have very few enforcement
d8ficers on the North Slope, and that's always a problem up
B8re. And -- I mean, I wish we could -- Frank was saying that
Bhey do see planes come in there in August at times, and that's
définitely against the law to use an airplane to hunt moose in
Béigust. And, you know, I wish that we could catch everyone
BBat does that, but we can't. It's just real big country, and
d4ways a chance somebody could sneak in there.

35

36 MR. LONG: Use a dog.

37

38 MR. AVEOGANNA: There's a lot of these sport hunters

d8d all that stuff though, they're moving out to a move now.
Afid before that, we know about what we hunt, and we always know
#hat, so they're after them. And then when they start talking
dabPout the moose and what not, they make more money. The sport
Ainters, they don't even tell the -- let us know where they're
§4ing to fly around, like with F.A.A., and for sure that they
dbways flying people that have to have a permit and all that,
46 use and everything, and there's something they may not
#éport of where they're going to fly on a day. Because all
4Hese people that F.A.A., they're supposed to know exactly what
d9rplanes are going through that area. That's how they are,
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because I travelled myself in my young days, and still is right
fow if I have to, and there's -- me and my wife were travelling
dp on the Tuvak River all the way from way pretty close to --
#ook the kid (ph) all that stuff, and pretty damn (ph) near the
Golville River. Yes, we found an airplane, and make a report
6f it, and get the number, and then advised that there was a
gmall airplanes, they landed on the Colville River -- I mean
8hat Anaktuvuk (ph) there, and I found out when I checked with
9- in town in Anchorage, no records of flier asking to fly in
that area. That's how they do. So we have to make sure that
211 these have a permit and all that in order to fly around the
$port hunters. Sooner or later, that's what we're talking --
%&8're going to talk a lot about it on the areas, and we know
the animals, and the time of the year. So the weather's
thanging, there's a lot of action throughout some of the
dhimals that we have right now, because all these elders -- I'm
hdt talking as an elder, but -- so you might as well
fhAderstand, because I'm an elder and I'm a real mover. About
205 miles a day sometimes, and back to our village. There's a
26t of changes of this animals in no time on account of the
dirplanes flying around. And the weather. As for the weather.
230 I'd like to see more about that, all these guys got to have

d3permit like we have, like the Eskimos in those days. I don't
g4 out polar bear hunting without a permit or anything like
Phat. So I don't want to talk about it, it's not -- we have it

db6ranged for polar bear. I'm going to talk about it. And
@&'re on the moose right now.

28

29 I have a place around that area up there where you
dheck, that's the land that goes through, what, about five
$éars or so. All the way through that and halfways to -- down

32 the mouth of the Anaktuvuk. You've been around, but there's
33lot of changes right now in our areas. Where they migrate
34d the weather's changed quite also. Rains in the fall time.
3Bnd all these animals knows -- they know where to go and they
Bbhow where to eat. Where they're going to feed. Once the ice
381 the flat and all that. How they move right to where they
BBow, and start feeding themselves again. That's how they
8Perate.

40

41 Weather. When it's hot, when you're close by -- come
44 close to the Brooks Range, you see nothing if the weather is
BW3t. Cool out, they come out. There's a lot of animals.

44

45 I know that you look around with the airplanes and try
46 keep a count of the animal and like moose, you fly over,
éV%er the clouds. I knew that. I asked you one time how you
é8unt these animals like caribou and moose and all that. So
¢8u take care of every bit of animals around when you use the
50
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instruments from that area and find out exactly how much

2essing -- how much they're plentiful or something like that.

3

4 You know, all these instruments, on the count -- during
the time you guys, all these instruments. You know, one time I

6- you guys fly in the area, and then I got to make sure and
Zheck it. That's why I count you guys, and find out that you
guys are looking for the caribou with a radio.

9

10 MR. CARROLL: Uh-huh.

11

12 MR. AVEOGANNA: So do you have any -- that way for uses

®8 instruments to contact the caribou what you have collars on,
ddy animals? Is it improving?

15

16 MR. CARROLL: Well, you know, in recent years, we've
b&en using the satellite radio collars that, you know, they
$8nd a signal up to a satellite and then .....

19

20 MR. AVEOGANNA: Uh-huh.

21

22 MR. CARROLL: ..... back down to the earth, so we don't

2%en have to fly out in an airplane and find them. So that's
24 I mean, that's been an improvement that's made it easier to
£back movements of caribou. For instance, you know, last year
@when all the caribou kind of moved off the coastal plain, you
Rflow, just suddenly there weren't any caribou around any of the
¥81lages and we really didn't know where they were, except that
@8 could just look and see where our satellite collars are, and
Bhey were all up there between Umiat and Anaktuvuk Pass, and so
Flflew up there, and sure enough they were -- thousands of
B2shekpuk Lake caribou were all up there in the foothills, you
BBow, so it made it a lot easier to find where they were.

34

35 So, yeah, you know, we get new technology and we try to
d6e it.

37

38 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Geoff, I'm going to stop you right
BRere at this point. I'm going to exert my new found authority

48 acting chair of this council and declare a break for ten
#inutes right here.

42

43 MR. LONG: Let me make one more comment.

44

45 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Then we'll get back into -- we'll start
woth Frank when we -- when our break finishes.

47

48 MR. LONG: Real short before the break.

49
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1 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay. Go ahead.

2

3 MR. LONG: What I'm going to say is, you know, Benjamin
Eranklin's got more voice .....

5

6 MR. R. KOONUK: Very good.

7

8 MR. LONG: ..... than a subsistence hunter that hunt
for his nutritional need.

10

11 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay. We'll take a ten-minute break
here at this time. Be back in ten minutes.

13

14 (Off record)

15

1o (On record)

17

18 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Go ahead and call our recess back to

bfder. And I'd like for the record to note that our member
f@tom Point Lay, Gordon Upickson, is here now. Welcome, Gordon,
2bd see you can make it.

22

23 MR. UPICKSON: My apology to the Board. We had 100
Rd4le an hour head wind coming in from Fairbanks.

25

26 CHAIRMAN ITTA: That's quite all right. We're glad to
8&e you here. You know everybody here just about. Gordon's
B8en a member with us here since we began. So, Gordon, Jjust

£8r your sake, we're down to item on our agenda 6-A- .....
30

31 MR. BROWER: Two.
32
33 CHATIRMAN ITTA: ..... 2. And Geoff was talking here,

34d we took a break, so we're going to go ahead and continue.
B8 need to get as much done this evening as we can. And we're
36st going to try to keep moving along here, and I would ask
$du to just keep that in mind.

38
39 Also, I didn't note that our chairman, Fenton, would
éhairing this. I'm the wvice chair, and I'm just chairing this

#héeting during his absence, and he will be here in the morning.
430 .....

43

44 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Oh, he will?

45

46 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Right. We'll get him -- we'll get him
471 here.

48

49 Okay. With that, Geoff, do you want to go ahead and
50
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tontinue?

2

3 MR. CARROLL: Okay. Are we done with moose? Anybody
Aave any more questions?

5

6 CHAIRMAN ITTA: I think we're done with the update
Zhere.

8

9 UNIDENTIFIED: Gordon, we took care of the moose.

10

11 MR. CARROLL: This is a proposal to change the moose

f2gulation that's being submitted to the State Board of Game,
a8d I'm just kind of requesting you guys look it over and
ténsider, you know, changing the Federal regulations around a
1httle bit, too, so you can talk that over and decide what you
¥ént to do about it.

17

18 The next -- the other thing I wanted to talk about, and
I9want to keep this brief, but I'm going to bring up the bad
f6rd, I have to do it, musk ox.

21

22 MR. BROWER: Thank you, Geoff.

23

24 MR. CARROLL: But hopefully this will be .....

25

26 CHATIRMAN ITTA: Thank you.

27

28 MR. CARROLL: Did you get one?

29

30 MR. LONG: No.

31

32 MR. CARROLL: Oh, I'm sorry. Frank didn't get one.
33

34 What this is is we —-- there's kind of a -- we found
Bind of an administrative route to change the -- to change the

Boer IT musk oxen hunt in Game Management Unit 26(B), that area
Bé&tween Nuigsut and ANWR. The way that's set up now is there's

38Tier II hunt where only -- where you're allowed to take two
BAsk oxen, but they have to be taken on the east side of the
BAul Road. It turns out that there is a provision in the

6triginal regulation that if we can come to an agreement between
#He North Slope Borough, Alaska Department of Fish & Game,
wd8've been talking to ASNA about this, and the Village of
Hd4igsut, where we can change that hunt to where we can take a
#6tal of five musk oxen in that area, and at least two of those
sk oxen can be taken on the west side of the Haul Road, so we
wduld be able to hunt that population that's real close to
Hfigsut there.

49
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1 And just kind of a history on this, when the -- when
Phe original regulation was written, it was written in such a
Way that up to 15 musk oxen could be taken in that area, in

26(B) -- or in 26(B) and (C). Currently ten musk oxen are
taken in 26(C) through the Federal hunt, and then two more are
taken in the Tier II hunt, so if we can come -- you know, we

Zan come up with an agreement, to get the concerned people here
8n agreement, we can add three more onto that hunt. And like I
Say, it's been one of the big complaints in the past is, you
kflow, to hunt in that Tier II hunt, the poor people from
Niiigsut had to travel clear over to the eastern side of 26(B),
a#d that's always been very inconvenient, so we're going to
tBange that, or we're working on changing that. And so that
they can be taken closer to town. And this is something that
@besn't need to be run through the Board of Game, it's just

kénd of a matter of -- it's an open possibility, and we have to
t@dme to an agreement on how to do it.

18

19 So, I don't know, you can just kind of figure that into
06ur equation in, you know, your other talks about musk ox
2égulations, some things that are -- there is likely to be this
2hange made, SO .....

23

24 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Any questions for Geoff? Did you have
dbquestion?

26

277 MR. AVEOGANNA: Yeah. What I was going to say, I'm

g8ing to be out of order, was we start talking about musk ox
292ght now. In the first place, we had to go on a break, and I
8€8ill had something to say about the moose. So that's out of
8tder, I'm going to be out of order here.

32

33 CHATIRMAN ITTA: I'd prefer to go ahead and get off the
Bdsk ox first, and then we'll go ahead and continue your
Gbestion for Geoff. He'll give us the time to ask any
GGestions regarding anything else, and I'll give you the time
BHen.

38

39 MR. AVEOGANNA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

40

41 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay. I'd prefer to go ahead and focus
64 this -- on the musk ox discussion. Go ahead, Ray?

43

44 MR. R. KOONUK: Yeah. You said 26(B), and so you have
4h agreement that you're going to work out with the Borough,
Abaska -- or with Arctic Slope Native Association?

47

48 MR. CARROLL: Uh-huh (affirmative).

49
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1 MR. R. KOONUK: Why is -- what part is Point Hope? 237
2
3 MR. CARROLL: Yeah, you're -- you guys are a long way

from this area actually. That's the next area we need to work
bn as far as getting some reasonable musk ox regulations
fs .....

7

8 MR. R. KOONUK: Well, why are we far from -- what are
9ou saying here, way out here, .....

10

11 MR. CARROLL: Oh, you want to know where 26(B) is?

12

13 MR. R. KOONUK: ..... because we have a lot of musk ox
t4nning around our area.

15

16 MR. CARROLL: Yeah.

17

18 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: If you'd turn to the map in your
b8ok?

20

21 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Would that be -- let me ask a question

B2re first. Under the musk ox update by Steve, are you going
28 cover that same subject or not? Or are we just talking this
R#oposed agreement right here, okay.

25

26 MR. CARROLL: Yeah, this is really just -- this hunt is
4271 taking place on State land, and it's really an agreement
B&8tween .....

29

30 CHAIRMAN ITTA: But I think -- yeah, Ray?

31

32 MR. R. KOONUK: You know, on this proposal here, it

338ys North Slope Borough, and we're part of the North Slope
Bérough, and, you know, .....

52 MR. CARROLL: Yeah.

g; MR. R. KOONUK: ..... it wouldn't be fair.

28 MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman? Couldn't we table the
#ilisk ox discussion until our chairman is here?

jg CHAIRMAN ITTA: Right.

ié MR. UPICKSON: Kaktovik is affected very much so .....
jg CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay.

2% MR. UPICKSON: ..... about the musk ox situation, and
5
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I'd 1like our chairman to be here.

2

3 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Good point.

4

5 MR. UPICKSON: He's quite well -- he knows the musk ox
ituation more so than any one of us on the Board. So we could
fable this, the musk ox discussion until he's here. I think
ge'd .....

9

10 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay. So noted. That's a good point.

1And we'll go ahead and wait until Fenton gets here and we'll
ificorporate this draft discussion along with the discussion you
h8ve prepared, Steve, for tomorrow. So this portion of Geoff's
téport regarding the draft management plan I guess.

15

16 MR. CARROLL: Yeah. And it's .....
17
18 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Yeah. Regarding musk ox, we can

téntinue tomorrow as well as Steve's report there, 6-A-4.
20

21 MR. LONG: Yeah, I agree with that. That's .....

22

23 MR. CARROLL: Yeah, I didn't know how appropriate it is
26 talk about this. I mean, it's more of a State matter,

bt .....

26

27 CHAIRMAN ITTA: At least give us a chance to take a
280k at it, too, and probably .....

29

30 MR. LONG: Yeah, and would give us a chance to have a
Bétter review of .....

32

33 CHAIRMAN ITTA: All right.

34

35 MR. LONG: ..... this draft.

36

37 MR. CARROLL: One thing about it, with this Tier II
Bnt people from Barrow -- I mean, anybody's eligible to apply

8r this, but the people from Nuigsut, because they're the
éQosest to that area, they get a lot of points for being close
4d the resource. I know .....

42
43 MR. LONG: Yeah. The only problem with that Tier II
4Aing is that we're so close to this -- to these animal, and

4hey are surrounding us on both sides of the Colville River,
4hd we're so unfortunate to get permit to even .....

47

48 MR. CARROLL: Yeah, well, that's what this is going to
49y to change. 1It's going to .....

50
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1

2 MR. LONG: Uh-huh.

3

4 CHATRMAN ITTA: Okay.

5

6 MR. CARROLL: ..... make it possible for you to get
Permits to that close population.

8

9 CHAIRMAN ITTA: We'll go ahead and continue this
dfiscussion on the musk ox tomorrow.

11

12 Any -- you had a continuation. I'd ask you to keep it

13mited to briefly here. We've got to continue with our
téports. Jim, you had a question for Geoff?

15

16 MR. AVEOGANNA: Okay. I've got a question for --
t3nsidering about the moose, and how much information you can
h&8nd out to us about how dangerous they are, once you come up
¥2th them?

20

21 MR. CARROLL: Boy, I guess I don't have anything right
A2w. I mean, after the incidents they've had in Anchorage this
§8ar, probably the Anchorage Fish & Game office has some

géod .....

25

26 MR. AVEOGANNA: Yes.

27

28 MR. CARROLL: ..... pointers on how dangerous moose

d%e. 1I'll check with them and see if they have any good
plmphlets on how to .....

31

32 MR. AVEOGANNA: All these -- excuse me. All these
d8imals that we have up here on the Arctic Slope, what
RAformation we get from the elders in those days and still it's
35 and I run into one musk ox -- I was driving the weasel,
®éiting for Gordon (ph) here yesterday, and there's two men
Bésides me, two elders, older than me. And then we left that
Bfsk ox -- I better get out from that musk ox here. That
BOose. Action (ph), we went through the wood by the willows
#here and then that moose run. Started running. And that old
man told us that once we let that moose run like that, there's
43ing to be something happen towards our families. That
48tting a moose run like that. And it did. I might as well
4411, a little discussion, that's true. My oldest sister was
45 died in Anchorage after what's happened. After that old man

wés saying to us when we let that moose run. So we have to
wdtch for it. Don't ever try to let those moose run like that.
4Bnd he know -- in the same year, just about the same year, Al

APatook's (ph) daughter was burned again. My sister was living
50
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dlown at Lane Hotel. And then another thing, that old man, Abe
Zimmon's wife was run by the car. Hit by the car and she died
Bight there. That's what happens. There's a lot of things
#hat goes on in Anchorage area, somewhere like that, what
beaction, on account of these moose.

6

7 So I'd like to hear from you, I'd like to hear that
Bomething like the dangers. That's something we've got to pass
én to our young ones.

10

11 MR. CARROLL: Yeah. Of course, they present a real
pZesent and direct danger sometimes, too. They .....

13

14 CHATRMAN ITTA: Okay. Thank you.

15

16 MR. LONG: Mr. Chairman.

17

18 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Go ahead.

19

20 MR. LONG: Yeah, I'd like to make a statement on the
2fhicident that took place in Anchorage. It's -- really it's not

AAusual to any native that knows animal. We all know that when
Y3u go into an area where an animal feeds or breeds or has a
ddily life, if you put in place a structure, he'll come back
28ter on and say, "This is my area which you've taken away from
Bé." That's the first impression I thought of when that
2flcident happened in Anchorage, because we as natives know
2Bat, you know, we don't try to go in and take their area,
B&cause later on they'll come back, regardless of how many
$6ars it takes. And they will put a claim to it, even though
Bhere's a structure or anything that's put up in that area.

BAd if somebody happen to bother them, they're just like
88erybody else, they'll go after that person. I just want to
Bdke that statement.

35

36 CHATIRMAN ITTA: Okay. Thank you, Frank. Thank you,
Géoff.

38

39 MR. CARROLL: Thank you.

40

41 CHAIRMAN ITTA: We'll go ahead and go down to item A-3,
62A-3. BLM. Dave?

43

44 MR. YOKEL: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Council members.
My name is Dave Yokel. I'm with the Bureau of Land Management,
Afctic District.

47

48 It's somewhat fortuitous that I was on the agenda right
48ter Geoff, because I wanted -- one of the things I wanted to
50
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dliscuss with you was the moose situation in 26 (A) that Geoff
2ust mentioned. The proposal that Geoff presented to you was
d8lso presented on December 20th last year to the North Slope
Borough's Fish & Game Management Committee. And that committee
8iscussed it, and I believe they decided to support that
proposal. So it occurred to me that if the Board of Game then
Passed that proposal, we might want to submit a similar
proposal to the Federal Subsistence Board. The regulations for
Bhis area of 26 (A) on moose are currently the same in both the
$fate and the Federal regulations. If the Board of Game passes
this proposal, and the Federal Subsistence Board does not act
0% a similar proposal, then they will be different again.

13

14 So if the Board of Game passes it, we can submit in
Jone to the Federal Subsistence Board a similar proposal as a
$pecial action. The main difference between that and the
proposal Geoff presented to you would be that it would not
18clude anything for non-residents since individuals that are
hét residents of Alaska can obviously not qualify to hunt under
P8deral subsistence regulations.

21

22 This meeting today and tomorrow will be the only time
£Bat your Council will get together between now and June, so I
Phought it would be beneficial for you to have the opportunity
26 discuss it for the record, in case it does pass the State
Béard of Game, and a similar proposal is submitted to the
FP&deral Subsistence Board.

28

29 CHATIRMAN ITTA: Okay.

30

31 MR. YOKEL: I mean, some of your members tonight have

8kpressed support for Geoff's proposal, but that is for a State
B8gulatory change, not for a Federal regulatory change.
34

35 CHAIRMAN ITTA: May I ask a question? On the North
S3kope Borough Fish & Game Management Committee, they
B&commended -- they're in concurrence with the proposal? Is
BBat correct?

39

40 MR. YOKEL: To the best of my knowledge, that was
ghe .....

42

43 CHATRMAN TITTA: That .....

44

45 MR. YOKEL: ..... the consensus .....

46

477 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay.

48

49 MR. YOKEL: ..... consensus of that group. And Fenton,
50
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1f he were here, could .....

2

3 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Right. That's what I was just going to
gday. I know Fenton .....

5

6 MR. YOKEL: ..... could concur with that.

7

8 CHATRMAN ITTA: ..... Fenton is probably really up to

Speed on this, and I was just writing down here that I need to
dfiscuss that with our Chairman. And I think you're right, we
dld need to -- we've tried to support the Wildlife Management
C2dmmittee and their recommendations, and follow suit, so that
adBso .....

14

15 MR. YOKEL: Harry also might require that.

16

17 MR. BROWER: Yes, we -- during that joint meeting,

tBere was some discussion on that, and we acted on some
pPoposals at that time, and it was part of that.

20

21 CHATIRMAN ITTA: Okay.

22

23 MR. BROWER: They supported -- they acted on it and
8dpported on it.

25

26 MR. YOKEL: Yes. Geoff was out of town that day.

3Phere Peterson presented it to the Fish & Game Management
g8mmittee.

29

30 CHATIRMAN ITTA: Okay. 1I'll go ahead and -- I've got a
dbte made here, and we'll talk with Fenton about that, and see
WRere we can slip it in in here if we need to take any formal
d38tion at that time. But I think you're right. Okay.

34

35 MR. YOKEL: Well, I think it would be to your
ddvantage, whether -- if you strongly agree or disagree with it
8@ have that on record, so .....

38

39 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Uh-huh. Okay.

40

41 MR. YOKEL: ..... the Federal Subsistence Board can

#dke that into consideration if it comes before them.
43

44 MR. BROWER: Mr. Chairman, I have a question.

45

46 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay.

47

48 MR. YOKEL: 1If you want to postpone that discussion,
4Be only other thing I wanted to bring up was just -- do you
50
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have something?

2

3 MR. BROWER: Yeah, Mr. Chairman, may I ask .....

4

5 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Go ahead, Harry. I'm sorry.

6

7 MR. BROWER: Dave, while you're on the subject of this
Boose in the area of 26(A) now, what -- how much of this is --
®ould be covered under Federal lands?

10

11 MR. YOKEL: 1If we can pull this one back down for a
$28cond, correct me if I'm wrong, Geoff, but it's -- the

t8gulation affects the Colville River drainage, is it upstream
f4om and including the Anaktuvuk, or .....

15
16 MR. CARROLL: Yes, this regulation was just written for
471 of 26(A). We didn't -- we got rid of all that complicated

l8nguage about upstream of the Anaktuvuk and all that.
19

20 MR. YOKEL: Okay. Well, then it .....

21

22 MR. CARROLL: Tried to make it a more simple
28gulation.

24

25 MR. YOKEL: It would obvious include Federal NPRA, and
Phere's some mixed Federal lands out here. I think there are

dZtually more than what this map portrays here. I'm pretty
88re there's a larger block in the Oolamnagavik River region of
F8deral land than this map shows, but it's kind of hard to keep
3P with the conveyances to the State and the regional
@brporations to know exactly where the Federal lands are, but
3% they're selected, actually they're not included under
B8deral regulations any more anyway. Is that right, Bill~?

34

35 MR. KNAUER: That's correct.
36
37 MR. YOKEL: I think there's a larger block of

ffiselected lands than what this shows, but it's really hard to
B8ep up with them.

40

41 MR. LONG: Can I ask a question, Dave, while you're
4Bere? Would this include the National Park Service lands
wBich a lot of those people have their -- do their subsistence?
44

45 MR. YOKEL: There's a little bit of Gates of the Arctic
Pérk that is included in 26 (24).

47

48 MR. LONG: Uh-huh.

49

50
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MR. YOKEL: Not a little bit, but .....

MR. LONG: Yeah.

adwbdh -

MR. YOKEL: ..... a portion of the park is in 26 (a).
Bnd they are currently included the Federal regulation I
Believe that covers the moose in this area.

8

9 MR. LONG: Does it also include the one in your area,
Géoff, 26(C)? (B)?

11

12 MR. CARROLL: The regulation that I've proposed only

t3vers 26 (A), but a very similar proposal was submitted for
24 (B) and (C) as well.

15

16 MR. LONG: Uh-huh.

17

18 MR. CARROLL: Because they're having the same problems
a8 26 (7).

20

21 MR. LONG: Right. Right.

22

23 MR. YOKEL: I was not referring to anything outside of
28 (A) .

25

26 MR. LONG: Okay.

27

28 MR. YOKEL: 1I'm not sure what the Arctic Refuge might
R8ve in mind.

30

31 MR. LONG: Uh-huh. Okay.

32

33 MR. YOKEL: The other subject that I just wanted to put

34 front of you tonight, Mr. Chairman, was that in December the
S3bate of Alaska officially opened the Dalton Highway to
Aéncommercial traffic. And I don't have anything to discuss
dbout it, but if the Council has any questions about that,
GBestions for the BLM, then I would be glad to try and address
BRose questions.

40

41 MR. BROWER: That's referring to the Haul Road?
42

43 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Uh-huh. Any questions for Dave
#4garding the Haul Road issue?

45

46 MR. BROWER: What kind of -- what areas are you going
43 be able to watch over -- excuse me, Mr. Chairman.

48

49 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Go ahead. Sure. No, go ahead.
50
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1

2 MR. BROWER: On the Haul Road, what kind of services
dre they going to be bring for like watching over traffic or
dnything like that? Or you have -- is BLM going to address any
6f those concerns if they are brought out?

6

7 MR. YOKEL: Well, the actual traffic on the road would

Be a concern primarily of the State, because the highway itself
9s a State of Alaska right-of-way on the BLM lands. The BLM
Affictic District does have a resource management plan for the
tbrridor that was signed in 1991. And they have a recreation
hdnagement plan that is kind of a subset of that to describe
ddvelopments that might occur along the highway to handle
tdmpers and recreational users.

15

16 MR. BROWER: Would any of those be within the -- within
tHe North Slope, or are they all on the .....

18

19 MR. YOKEL: The -- one suggested campground would be in

£Re Galbraith Lake area, which is definitely in the North
3lope Borough. That's the only one that I can recall at this

£2me. The Chandalar Shelf area is in -- is called a
dd8velopment node in the over-all plan, and the idea is to keep
dévelopment along the highway in -- concentrated in a few

BPhaces as opposed to being one strip of disbursed businesses
a6l up and down the road. And the Chandalar Shelf, which is in
2He North Slope Borough, is one of those areas, but I'm not
88re of any recreational developments that BLM has planned
ZBere.

30

31 MR. BROWER: Thank you.

32

33 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Frank?

34

35 MR. LONG: Mr. Chairman?

36

37 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Go ahead.

38

39 MR. LONG: On the corridor of the Haul Road, on both
g8fldes of the road, there's limitations on hunting. Is that
4ding to change?

42

43 MR. YOKEL: There is no plan to change that at this
#4dme. The limitations are in State law primarily.

45

46 MR. LONG: Uh-huh.

47

48 MR. YOKEL: Well, I should -- one limitation is that
49's illegal to use firearms within five miles .....
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1

2 MR. LONG: Right.

3

4 MR. YOKEL: ..... of the Haul Road. There is no --
Bhere is to my knowledge no plan to change that at this time.
6

7 MR. LONG: Oh, okay.

8

9 MR. YOKEL: Another limitation is on the use of
$fowmobiles and four-wheelers. They're prohibited within five
thiles of the Haul Road for hunting.

12

13 MR. LONG: Yeah.

14

15 MR. YOKEL: And there's some rather more complex issues

A using them for trapping, and I'm not sure if the State --
I7ve heard some rumors that there's some ideas about changing
tBat, at least for trapping.

19

20 MR. LONG: Okay.

21

22 MR. YOKEL: But I really can't give you particulars on
@wBat the State might do.

24

25 MR. LONG: Yeah. The reason I ask this question is
£hat Nuigsut has a real big concern on this a few years back
@when they were first -- the first proposal to open up the Haul

RB8ad for the public, and we had started off with one mile, and
2Banged that to three. And what I was thinking of, really

Bhere was changes to be made. I think it will -- in my
$1llage, we have a big concern to the extent the limitation,
83r the -- only three mile.

33

34 MR. YOKEL: The -- all I can tell you for sure is that
Bhe BLM's regulations say that we -- in the matter of off-road

$éhicles, we can not have a policy that's any less stringent
BHan that of the State.

38

39 MR. LONG: Uh-huh. Okay.

40

41 MR. YOKEL: And so ours will at least be as stringent
48 those of the State.

43

44 MR. LONG: Well, I would assume that you would have
pbblic hearings if the -- if there was anything to be made with
4bhe communities that -- near to the affected area.

47

48 MR. YOKEL: Well, the recreation area management plan

d49d discuss a less stringent snowmobile use regulation, but it
50
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#%as only -- and that was part of a public process. It was only
2o be implemented though if the State were to legalize the use
3f snowmobiles.

MR. LONG: Uh-huh. Okay. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay. Any more questions? Jim?

O 0 ~J oy U1 >

MR. AVEOGANNA: Yes. If we were to understand quite
%811, and many of our people understand quite well as to what
¥é're getting at now between the BLM and Federal. We've got to
kAow exactly what the way we have to use the Federal lands on

tBe area. There's something that we've got some people on --
l4ke President Clinton. I know he's got some plans somewhere
1h line. Use of any of these weapons or whatnot. There's lot

6 ways what he's getting at is for some criminals and whatnot,
wHhat's going to be the law or something on the Federal land.
W8're also going to be included. We've got to work things
t2ght. We have to listen to the people in Arctic Slope, in our
dftea, see what they have to say. Got to be on the good land

dhd long-term planning for that. Once -- before this gets to
B2 the law. Maybe the BLM close the area. The BLM are the
@Bes acting on what -- after they put up something like that.
Phey're still acting on to help the -- our area in our region
BR&re. There's a lot of it to be done before somebody get in
26ouble. Okay.

27

28 MR. YOKEL: Okay.

29

30 MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman?

31

32 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Go ahead, Gordon.

33

34 MR. UPICKSON: Was not the legality of opening the Haul
Bbad to noncommercial traffic questioned by the North Slope in
@6urts regarding how Hickel opened the -- the Hickel Highway
83 .....

38

39 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Yeah.

40

41 MR. UPICKSON: ..... noncommercial traffic? Did not
4He North Slope Borough have a position on that issue? Is not
4Bis -- 1s there a court proceeding going on about this? Maybe
§émebody here is more familiar .....

45

46 MR. LONG: Yes.

47

48 MR. UPICKSON: ..... about the issue?

49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572 272-7515
Fax 274-8982

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



49

1 MR. LONG: Yes.

2

3 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Yeah. Frank is aware of it. Go ahead
d4nd let -- that's still ongoing, correct?

5

6 MR. LONG: Yes, it's still on-going.

7

8 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Yeah. So in spite of that, I mean, the
9udge refused to issue an injunction to stop traffic, and for
401 intents and purposes people -- it is open right now, .....
11

12 MR. YOKEL: Sir, .....

13

14 CHATRMAN ITTA: ..... even though the challenge is
$8ill on-going in court.

16

17 MR. YOKEL: My understanding back in November was that

tBe judge that was hearing a case at the time said there was no
18gal reason to keep the Haul Road closed .....

gg CHATIRMAN ITTA: Right.

g% MR. YOKEL: ..... to noncommercial traffic, and so the
3fate then opened it in early December.

52 MR. LONG: The nonlegal crowd (ph) would be Nuigsut.
g; MR. YOKEL: I don't know if there's -- if the North

3%ope Borough and I think TCC also was opposed to opening the
Bbad, I don't know if there's been continued litigation since
Bhat point or not.

32

33 CHAIRMAN ITTA: A good question now, and I'd ask what
Bdme does our meeting start tomorrow, nine?

35

36 MR. BROWER: Nine o'clock.

37

38 CHATIRMAN ITTA: Harry, can you ask who on your -- who

88 you guys staff, Tom would probably be the one most
kfiowledgeable about that, huh?

jé MR. BROWER: Tom Lohman?

22 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Uh-huh.

32 MR. BROWER: Yeah.

2; CHAIRMAN ITTA: Can he come in and give us an update on
g%at? It think that will just -- if we could ask him, please?
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1

2 MR. BROWER: Sure.

3

4 CHATIRMAN ITTA: Okay. Thank you. Okay.

5

6 MR. YOKEL: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

7

8 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Musk ox 1s out. And at this time we
Bave -- we have the Regions Six, Eight and Ten boundary for the
Gates, and that's by Steve Ulvi? This is in -- and maybe you

tdbuld just give a little background for the benefit of like Ray
o# what and how we got to where we are on this, please, if you
t3uld speak?

14

15 MR. ULVI: All right. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Again,
I6m Steve Ulvi, subsistence manager with Gates of the Arctic
Nd@tional Park. I work out of Fairbanks now.

18

19 In a nutshell, this is an issue that was brought

£0rward by the residents of Anaktuvuk Pass, and for some time
Adw, since the Federal program began and the regionals were
£3drmed and Councils were formed, they've been concerned that
B&8cause of the Federal policy that you have to live within the
2égion in order to be able to serve on a board like this, and
2heir traditional use area's kind of split about 50% between
Phe foothills and the North Slope in Region Ten, this Council's
2&gion, and to the south into the trees in Region Six. So they
BR8ve felt concern that they don't have the opportunity for
d9rect representation on both councils, both Federal Councils.
30

31 So they asked first if it would be possible to serve on
B@th Councils, and the answer was, no, you have to be a
B8sident within the region. So they went to the Federal Board
34d requested that the City of Anaktuvuk Pass be included in
B&gion Ten, because of the cultural ties with -- and the
p6litical ties with the North Slope, so the Federal Subsistence
Bdard a couple of years ago did come in and redraw that
B8undary just by a mile or so and took in the city limits of
Bfiaktuvuk Pass so that Anaktuvuk Pass is in fact now in Region
Tén, in your region.

41

42 So they felt that then there was really -- since their
é8ncern still existed about not being fable to be represented,
4Bey thought, well, the thing to do is go to the Federal Board

whth a plan to draw the boundary -- do you have a map in your
#éport there?

47

48 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Yes. Are you talking of this one?

49
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1 MR. ULVI: Yes, that map.

2

3 CHAIRMAN ITTA: That's in your packet here, this orange
éne. Did Gordon get a copy?

5

6 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yes.

7

8 CHAIRMAN ITTA: FEarlier? 1It's on this orange -- or red
Page report here.

10

11 MR. ULVI: So if you look at that map, I have --

d2tually I have the original map here that we used at a couple
®8 public meetings in Anaktuvuk, and elders and others were
dble to take a look at the map and draw where they considered
kind of the southern boundary of their traditional use area to
bé. And it's within Gates of the Arctic National Park there,
biit as you can see, and I hope you can clearly see that. It
%8s kind of hard to draw it on such a small piece of paper, but
b8sically it would push that boundary line between Region Six
afid Region Ten down to the south, you know, 40 or 50 miles.
Rhd it also affects Region Eight out in the Northwest Arctic
R2gion, a little bit over in the Noatak River area there.

23

24 So this request then to the Federal Board to change
2hat boundary line by pushing it south, the people in Anaktuvuk
£6el that then their traditional area for hunting and trapping
@wduld fall entirely within Region Ten. They do have a chance
£8 have representation on this Council, as they have in the
B8st, and then they would feel satisfied then, and their
86ncerns would be alleviated. So they've gone to the Federal
Bdard with this proposal.

32

33 One of the first steps, of course, was to send this
FAformation out to the villages and communities and councils
Bhat might be affected by this decision, because the Federal
Béard requires that, and so this is an opportunity for this
Bduncil then to decide whether you support that notion or
8Ppose it or would like further information from the residents
3% Anaktuvuk.

40

41 And I think Barbara -- I wasn't able to be at the
BEdtzebue meeting. Perhaps Barbara can explain what happened
4Bere when they took up this proposal.

44

45 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: I think what the Northwest Arctic

46id was to leave it to the tribal governments, the IRAs in the
¥71lages and that they were going to discuss it with the IRA
p8ople or leave it up to the IRA people, like in Noatak, and
YPper Kobuk area, to see if that drop right there where the
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Noatak area is involved is okay with them. And then they left
Phat decision up to those people. 1Instead of deciding anything
dt all, they kind of say, well, this -- in saying that, they
will leave it to the IRA people for that region. Because it
bnvolves Noatak. Up in the Noatak River, it just .....

6

7 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Right. I see.

g MS. B. ARMSTRONG: ..... a dip right there, yeah. And
dlso that is close to the Upper Kobuk.

%é CHAIRMAN ITTA: And that's the Region Eight.

%2 MR. TAGAROOK: Mr. Chairman?

%Z CHAIRMAN ITTA: Terry?

%; MR. TAGAROOK: I have a question. Since they are

$fpposed to be within our region, are they restricted from
BOnting in Region Six or Eight?

g% MS. B. ARMSTRONG: No.

5131 MR. ULVI: No, Mr. Chair.

52 MR. TAGAROOK: They'd be able to hunt on .....

g; MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

%8 MR. ULVI: Right. Yeah. It's -- we've talked a lot

dbout that, and it is just the concern of a number of people in
Baktuvuk that they feel that it would be simplified and in
BBeir best interest to have their entire traditional use area
Bé in one Federal region. And, you know, that's an appropriate
point of view.

36

37 I have no idea how the Board will act on this proposal,
B8t the Board definitely won't act on it without actions by the
8Bher affected communities and Councils first. They're going
406 want to know how the chips lie for everybody, and how
é¥erybody feels about this potential change in a boundary line.
42t's precedent-setting business.

43

44 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Right.

45

46 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: And, Steve, excuse me, Mr. Chair-?
8%eve, what -- has the Western Arctic or the Region Sixk,
W8stern Interior or is it Eastern Interior?

49
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1 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Region Six is the Interior.

2

3 MR. ULVI: Western Interior.

4

5 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Western Interior.

6

7 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Western Interior. Have they met yet
&nd .....

9

10 MR. ULVI: They're meeting next week.

11

12 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Next week.

13

14 MR. ULVI: The end of next week in Huslia, and they

h&ve received this, and they will have it on their agenda also.
16

17 CHAIRMAN ITTA: I'd just like to comment before we go
dafly more that we had initial representation here from Anaktuvuk
Pass, and the position is still open for representation on our
gbuncil from Anaktuvuk Pass. And I believe later on we will be
discussing that subject. I Jjust wanted it clear that Anaktuvuk
28 fact is included in Region Ten. And I just want to restate
@wHat you said. They're concern was that they hunt in Region
34x, and anything that -- regulations that are developed down
2here, they don't have any representation over that land, and
Phey're just trying to, I guess what you would call a
2&chnicality kind of issue, straightened out here, but it's
¥8ry important to them. I know it's very important to the
Rfaktuvuk folks.

30

31 Gordon and then Jim.

32

33 MR. UPICKSON: I'm glad you brought out that point,
Bécause we've tried to -- we would like this board to be truly

Bépresentative of our region, and since the inception of this
B@visory Council, we've never had a member from Anaktuvuk on

BHe board sitting here. He never made any of our meetings.
38

39 CHAIRMAN ITTA: That's right. That's correct. Jim?
40

41 MR. AVEOGANNA: I think you -- excuse me. I need to

dRderstand quite well what we really need. I've heard talking
daBout the hunting and what not. Okay. Down at the AFN I
44stened over the AFN the last two, even though I don't go down
4here, but local council, IRA, local council, if they have
46cal council, we need to have a voting power. We ought to
8Peak for -- in our villages and the region. That means kind
68 for the view of land, unorganized as to having a tribal
é8uncil in like that. Once they come up with -- come up with
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ICA's and all that, that's the time they're going to get a lot
3f help from there. What I'm trying -- what I'm trying to say
3s the people that live up here in our region, they have a
#ight to say something, have a voting power. Have them
brganized or something like what they need, when they don't
bave it in their village. There's a lot of things we're going
%o have -- going to be involved in, too, a lot of things that
®e -- last -- as board members, we can't do things alone.
BWe've got some people outside in the village and they know more
dbout the land, what we need to talk about, as to use of
Féderal land, you know.

%g CHAIRMAN ITTA: Yeah. Thank you, Jim.

%é MR. BROWER: Mr. Chairman?

%g CHAIRMAN ITTA: Harry?

%g MR. BROWER: Steve, regarding this discussion on this

A6w realignment with the boundary, are you asking for our
ghpport now? I mean, to get a letter of support for the
28gional subsistence resource commission?

23

24 CHAIRMAN ITTA: We —-- that's what I understand, that we
@511 need to be taking action on this, whether it's support of
@6 opposition, to set -- is that about right?

27

28 MR. ULVI: That's correct, Mr. Chairman. In this case,
PBey -- Anaktuvuk Pass is a community within the region that

$6u represent, and so you may choose to take any one of a
dlimber of courses of action, but the Federal Board will want to
BAow what the Regional Council for the North Slope thought
dBout this idea before they even consider it. So some kind of
Pdperwork as to your consensus or your feelings is important.
35

36 MR. BROWER: Mr. Chairman?

37

38 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Go ahead, Harry. Please keep it down
38Y%er here.

40

41 MR. BROWER: I'd like to make a motion that we support

Adaktuvuk Pass residents realign Federal subsistence region
B3undary line.

44

45 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay. We have a motion by Harry to go
dbead and support the proposal for the realignment of the
Bdundary.

48

49 MR. R. KOONUK: Second that motion.
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1

2 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Harry's motion is seconded. We're open
Bor discussion on the motion. Any comments? Barbara?

4

5 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Mr. Chair, it's —-- Since Western
Brctic -- Western Interior is meeting next week, and then you
Have decided on this, would you be willing to -- would this

B8ouncil be willing to discuss this matter with the Western
¥nterior people on this boundary line? See how their feelings
dte. Since they haven't met yet, we don't know what they
think. And it would be better for you guys to correspond with
tBhem or talk with them directly on the phone and then discuss
d8d see how they think. Once we find out next week, as soon as
#%#é¢ find out, or I hear, I could send out a memo to you guys to
18t you guys know what their feelings are. Because I kind of
féel that we should listen to them, too, and see how they feel
tdwards this, have better feelings towards, between these two
C8uncils, the Western Interior and the North Slope Arctic. So
I9just want to bring that out to your attention, see how you
f8el about that.

21

22 MR. LONG: Mr. Chairman?

23

24 CHATIRMAN ITTA: Okay. Thank you, Barbara. Frank?
25

26 MR. LONG: I think it would be appropriate, what

RBdrbara is saying, that we have really someone to attend these
R8etings in this regard, to listen to what they have to say in

Berson.
30
31 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: I would be able to go, but then I
B2ve Seward Peninsula meeting next week on the 23rd and 24th.
F3don't know when -- when does Western Interior meet?
34
35 MR. ULVI: The same days.
36
37 MR. KOVACH: Same days.
38
39 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Oh, okay.
40
41 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Pardon me?
42
43 MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman?
44
45 CHATIRMAN ITTA: Are you done, Frank?
46
477 MR. LONG: Yeah.
48
49 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Yeah. Go ahead, Gordon.
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1

2 MR. UPICKSON: A question for Barbara. Barbara, do we
Bave funds to send our chair or co-chair to the meeting that
gou're talking about?

5

o MS. B. ARMSTRONG: It doesn't hurt to ask. I can ask
for you .....

8

9 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Sure. Okay.

10

11 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: ..... and check it out and see if
bAe of you can go.

13

14 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Harry?

15

16 MR. BROWER: Mr. Chairman, I think from what I'm

t&ading here, Anaktuvuk Pass has discussed this issue with the
G8tes of the Arctic, with Steve, and they've identified their
tPaditional land uses, and that they're asking for our support
8 this, and that is why I made my motion, to support the
2ésidents of Anaktuvuk Pass.

22

23 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Thank you, Harry. I've got a question.
2¥ou mentioned meetings in Anaktuvuk and you've discussed, and
2hey -- they're the ones that came up with this. You had

R6blic hearings and those sorts of things. But this proposal
Rdsn't been yet submitted to Region Six, is that correct?
28

29 MR. ULVI: They have -- Mr. Chairman, they have
B8ceived the same .....

31

32 CHAIRMAN ITTA: They have knowledge of it?

33

34 MR. ULVI: ..... the same set of maps and the memo. It

®a8s mailed to post offices in villages as well as to Region
36x, Region Eight, and Region Ten Council, and so everyone's
B3dd a chance to see it for about a year and a half. And also
38 previous meetings last fall, and the spring before, at all
BAree Councils this was brought up. It was on-going, so it's
A0t the first time anybody's heard about it, but it is the
#irst time that a map .....

42

43 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay.

44

45 MR. ULVI: ..... has appeared that people could sit and
#hink about it and look at it.

47

48 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay. I'd .....

49
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MR. AVEOGANNA': Mr. Chairman?

CHAIRMAN ITTA: Go ahead, Jim.

adwbdh -

MR. AVEOGANNA: Yeah, since we've got the people here
és some Eskimos here and they can speak as to it for what they
Have, may want to share.

8

9 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Yeah, we welcome comments from our
dQdience in regards to this proposal, and I would go ahead and
thdke time for that. Is there anybody that wants to speak to
tRis proposal at this time?

13

14 Myself, I'll just go ahead and make this comment, that
I%m sure that Fenton is more knowledgeable about this,
&6pecially when there has been meetings held that he's gone to
¥Hen all regions were there, where this was initially
d&scussed.

19

20 But I'd like to point out also one thing. I support
Harry's premise that this is what the people of Anaktuvuk Pass
@wdnt, and that they're looking to us for support, to support
2Beir proposal regardless of what comes up I think down the
?éad. I think we'd be -- I think that's a fine idea, that we
86nd somebody down there at this next meeting to Region Six,
ahd if -- at the very least to listen to them and show that
@&'re not trying to break anything up here. We're just trying
£28 address a need of our people up here. So myself, I'd just
8Peak in favor of the motion here at this time.

gg Anybody? If not .....

gg MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman?

gé CHAIRMAN ITTA: Gordon?

gg MR. UPICKSON: While you're asking for questions, I'd

E8ke the Chair to recognize a native leader of the IRA Council
38 the Native Village of Barrow, Mr. Edwardson.

40

41 MR. EDWARDSON: ICAS.

42

43 CHAIRMAN ITTA: He's with the Inupiat Community of the
A#ctic Slope.

45

46 MR. EDWARDSON: Right.

47

48 CHAIRMAN ITTA: George Edwardson, the president. We're

éfrrently going to be hearing from him, because they're real
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toncerned about the role of the Federal Government in our whole
2egion, which essentially encompasses the boundaries of the
North Slope Borough. And they're the Regional IRA, which
éonsists of all tribal, individual village IRAS, so that's
George Edwardson for your information over there.

6

7 MR. UPICKSON: And, Mr. Chairman, thank you for
8orrecting me. The Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope,
9CAS, not the Native Village of Barrow.

10

11 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Right. Uh-huh.

12

13 MR. UPICKSON: Thank you for correcting me.

14

15 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Right. Thank you. If there's no more

d6éscussion, I'd ask for somebody to call the question .....
17

18 MR. R. KOONUK: Question.
19
20 CHAIRMAN ITTA: ..... on the motion here? The

ghestion's been called on the motion. All those in favor of
2Re motion to support the realignment of the Federal
38bsistence Region boundaries as presented signify by saying
age?

25

26 IN UNISON: Aye.

27

28 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Opposed, same sign?

29

30 (No opposing responses)

31

32 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Hearing none. And we will get a formal
38tter to that effect that the Advisory Council has supported
BlAe proposal, and we thank you.

35

36 Okay. Where are we? We move to 6-B, customary and
B7aditional use update by Helen Armstrong. Helen?

38

39 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I'm Helen
APmstrong from the Fish and Wildlife Service, Subsistence
Bivision. I'm an anthropologist, and for the benefit of Ray,
B2cause he's new and hasn't gotten to listen to all of

#RBis, .....

44

45 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Thank you. Yeah.

46

47 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... I'll give you some background
é8 it.

49
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1 We -- when the Federal Subsistence Program started, we
dutomatically -- not automatically, but we adopted the
Gustomary and traditional use determinations that the State had
4n place, because we couldn't really do in a matter of a few
5hort months justice to the whole issue. We have now been for
three years trying to figure out what to do about customary and

fraditional use determinations, also called -- I'll call it for
Bhort c&t.

9

10 I have a couple of things to talk about. We had

$tarted on a process of trying to look at this area by area,
daAd I was beginning to do the cé&t determinations for the North
$Rope. However, in the process of doing that, we've -- this
padst fall we've sort of hit a little bit of a road block, in
tbying to make decisions on c&t determinations for the Kenai

Péninsula as well as for Upper Tanana. There were some
@l7scussion about whether or not we were doing it in the right
%8y, and this -- they went back to our Staff Committee and
@?scussed it. And it -- and what came -- the long and the

8hort of it was they decided that they had to have a meeting
@ith the Council Chairs or the representatives of the Councils
add the Staff Committee, which they did this past Monday. And
28 was a really productive meeting in some senses in that it

gdve -- I think it was good for all of the Chairs .....
25
26 And by the way, the North Slope wasn't represented,

Bé@cause of the whalers meetings. They didn't have anybody
2Bere, so I probably should sit down with Fenton and let him
RAow what happened at the meeting.

30

31 But what came out of that discussion on Monday was that
BHe process we were using 1s probably not adequate, and I
B3tally agree with that personally, but -- having seen how it
wds working. And I'm not exactly sure where we're moving from
86w, but the gist of this meeting was that people wanted to
Rbcorporate the c&t decisions into our regulations Subpart D
Br¥ocess, so that when we come before you in the fall and ask
$8u if you have changes for any of the seasons and bag limits,
BRat we would also be saying, "Do you have changes for the cé&t
d8terminations?" And then we would go back and write an
dhalysis on that, and then come back to you at this winter
#Béeting and give you our analysis, and that would go to the
B3ard for some decision. And I believe that's the direction
wé're actually going to go, but I'm not -- we haven't had a
#Wéeting since that meeting, and I wasn't totally certain
whether this still had to go before the Board or not for

décision. Do you know?

48

49 MR. KNAUER: I don't know.
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1

2 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I don't think anybody really knows
Where we are on that quite frankly. 1It's still somewhat up in
#he air as to how we're doing this.

5

6 Then on Tuesday we had the same group of people met

#with the Southcentral Regional Council to discuss the Kenai
8&t, and that was meant to be a meeting where we could actually
Bome up with recommendations to the Board as to what cé&t
déterminations should be for Kenai. And -- but they didn't
hdve proper notice, so it became just sort of an informational
@Rchange, and I think it was really worth while for people to
$8e how -- all the chairs, with the exception of the North
$4ope, to see how that Council operated and have discussions
dbout c&t.

16
17 One of the things that really came out was they wanted
18 to be -- this whole process to be more of bottom-up, so that

18 would come from the regional councils instead of coming from
PRe Federal agencies, so that the regional councils would be
driving what decisions they wanted to be made, and what the
2Ranges they wanted to be. And instead of, you know, agencies
28ming and saying, "Well, we think maybe these should be done."
280 I think it was all pretty productive, but where we are now,
25m not totally certain.

26

27 I'm going to continue writing the things about cé&t,
R8rth Slope c&t, and I'm assuming that next fall we'll be
26ming back to you and saying, "Do you -- what changes do you

wAnt made?" And I don't know if we want to have any discussion
Adéw on that or not, as to how people want those changes made.
32

33 Oh, and another thing that was discussed was, and this
34 for Ray's benefit, too, the way we do these cé&t
déterminations, we have eight factors that determine what --
Whether a community has c&t. And it's community-based, it's
A3t individual.

gg CHATIRMAN ITTA: C&T is customary and traditional.
jg MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Customary and traditional.

jg CHAIRMAN ITTA: Right. Okay.

ié MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Right. And there was a lot of

dbscussion about the fact that those eight factors maybe aren't
d3eful.

48

49 CHATRMAN ITTA: The criteria?
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1
2 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah, they're the criteria. And we
dall them -- we call them factors, where the State called them

ériteria, because we didn't want them to be so limiting, so
that it wasn't something you had to have. You didn't have to
hecessarily have any one of those criteria to fulfill having
¢&t for that resource.

8

9 There's -- there was also a lot of discussion about it
mot being an eligibility determination, that it's actually Jjust
dldetermination of where you hunt and who hunts where, and not

w¥Bether or not they're allowed to hunt. So it was —-- there was
d3lot of good discussion.

14

15 So I hope by the time fall rolls around, I'll be able
t6 come back to you with some more definitive information as to
WHhere we are in this process. 1It's been for some of us quite

f8ustrating, because it's been years of people arguing about
héw we're going to do this.

20

21 MR. BROWER: Mr. Chairman?

22

23 CHATIRMAN ITTA: Harry?

24

25 MR. BROWER: Helen, from the -- from the last meeting,
Phis was in October, there's some -- when I was reading over
PHe transcript, there's some discussion regarding a -- who was
g8ing to be doing, making the determinations by who -- by the

28nd managers, and there's a comment made regarding to have the
}8nd managers both working together and making the
déterminations at the same time, instead of having each of the
F2nd managers coming back and forth to the Council or the
d8mmittee to ask for their comments on that. And to have both
4nd managers working at the same time. Was there any
dhscussion on that during your meeting?

36

37 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: There wasn't, but I think this new
dPproach will take care of that problem, so that what would
B8ppen is that this Council could say, "We would like a c&t
d8termination done on musk ox for all of -- all of the North
8lope, for all of 26," and that would eliminate that problem.
ARd then we would have to address it. Which, in fact, is one
648 our proposals, so -- yeah, and that wasn't -- you know, that
d4sue wasn't discussed then about who would be doing these
dhalyses if it -- when those proposals come out, but I think it
wéuld be up to the Council to determine what they wanted us to
Bb& looking at, instead of this .....

48

49 And, see, what has been -- what did happen in the Upper
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Tanana as well as in the Kenai Peninsula was -- and was going
2o happen with the way we were doing it, is we were going to
Book at everything, and there are sometimes resources that no
éne has a problem with the existing c&t determinations, so
there's really no reason to do a report on it, since no one --
6t's okay the way it's written, and this way, you would drive
Zhe question of whether or not we looked at it.

8

9 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay. I'd like to just comment again
hére, too, I know Fenton has been heavily involved for Region
Tén on keeping abreast and up to date on the customary and
tzaditional use issue, and before we get too much further into
tBis, he was at the last meetings where all the regions were
tdgether down at Anchorage. Was he at that one?

15

16 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: No, he wasn't there, .....

%; CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay.

%8 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... because of the way -- I don't
2%+ because of the whaling convention I gather.

gg CHATIRMAN ITTA: Yeah, that's right. Okay. Yeah.

PAat's correct. But nonetheless, he's still the most
Rhowledgeable guy that we have here regarding customary and
£6aditional use. But I don't know that -- are you going to be
2&questing any action, or are you Jjust going to give us an
dpdate here on .....

29

30 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: 1It's just an update.

31

32 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay. So it would just be an update?
33

34 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

35

36 CHAIRMAN ITTA: And I don't think that will hurt us,
BiUt if there's -- was some action to be taken, I would want
Bé&nton to be here, because as you know -- is he still the chair
88 the .....

40

41 MR. BROWER: Yes.

42

43 CHATIRMAN ITTA: He's still the chair on the Management
¢émmission?

45

46 MR. BROWER: Fish & Game Management .....

47

48 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Yeah.

49
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1 MR. BROWER: ..... Committee? Yes.

2

3 CHAIRMAN ITTA: He's still the chair on the Fish & Game
Management Committee which covers the same areas we're talking
about here, and I think he needs to be here to -- before -- if

we're going to take any action, to fill us in on where he is on
fhat whole thing, so with that I'll .....

8

9 You had a question, Terry?

10

11 MR. TAGAROOK: Yes, I have a question on customary and

t2aditional use of? Are you referring to wildlife or the land
&8 both?

14
15 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: The wildlife. Yeah. Of all those
$6 all those resources that we manage, the -- so it would only

b& the land mammals and then fish in non-navigable waters.
18

19 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay. Ray?
20
21 MR. R. KOONUK: Do you have any information you passed

9t in the past meetings, or should I have anything that I
g8Bould read or .....

24

25 CHATRMAN ITTA: The only papers that we've ever gotten
@wés the proposed c&t response by what was it, Kenai or which
2&gion .....

28

29 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. That .....

30

31 CHAIRMAN ITTA: ..... that was down there?

32

33 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: That might be -- that might be
dd4eful to get.

35

36 CHATIRMAN ITTA: How about that region meeting. Was
BHere any papers produced? I think there was also something
B8oduced.

39

40 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: There were some papers .....

41

42 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Right.

43

44 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... at that meeting.

45

46 CHAIRMAN ITTA: I think if we can get that background

diformation to Ray, he has a lot to kind of catch up on on
4HBese on-going subjects.

49
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1 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Okay.
2
3 CHAIRMAN ITTA: And those of you that are involved in

én-going projects with the Board, I would advise you to get
Bay's address here and send all your background information and
be'll review them all and try to get up to speed and in step

Wwith the rest of us. I know he's working at a real
8isadvantage.

9

10 Gordon?

11

12 MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman, a question for Helen.

H8len, do you have any more planned meetings between the chairs
0% the co-chairs in the future? Because I think for the
R&gional Council to be effective advisory council, the Regional
A@visory Council to be effective, I think more productive
ddvice would come out of any meeting, any more meetings.

18

19 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

20

21 MR. UPICKSON: Hopefully you have more meetings between
P2Be chairs and the co-chairs, .....

23

24 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I think that .....

25

26 MR. UPICKSON: ..... since they represent all regions
27uly to do more of these, you in the future had -- and the
g28aff meet.

29

30 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I think that .....

31

32 MR. UPICKSON: Schedule more meetings between the
8Bairs and the co-chairs.

34

35 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: They don't have any scheduled right
géw, but the feeling was .....

37

38 MR. UPICKSON: Okay. This concept of the Regional
B8uncils is still fairly new.

40

41 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

42

43 MR. UPICKSON: You guys can just about write your own

d44enda, so if you guys were to schedule more meetings between
#he chairs and the co-chairs, all of them, I think it would be
dbmore effective in presenting our views to the Board.

47

48 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I wanted to say even though none
Ww8re scheduled yet, the feeling was at that meeting that it was
50
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fery good to do that.

2

3 MR. UPICKSON: Okay.

4

5 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: And not only between the chairs and

6o-chairs, but between the chairs and the Staff Committee,
Wwhich if I could explain this part, too: We have the Federal
8ubsistence Board who -- that's made up of the directors of the
%and management agencies, and then each one of those agencies
h8s a staff person, and they call them the Staff Committee.

Ahd they do a lot of the -- just the grunt work, and the
tRinking about things before it goes to the Board, and since
tBese -- the Council chairs met with the Staff Committee, which
wds a first that it had ever happened, and people felt really
&bod about that. There was a lot of good exchange of
laformation. And they felt that that should happen in an
iiformal working session kind of way with the Board, not these
f8rmal public meetings necessarily, but some more informal
k9nds of meetings. And I think that probably will happen.

20

21 I would suspect, and I'm just guessing, but it's highly
22kely that before our Board meeting in April, that there may
B8 some gathering of the -- I think last year the Council
2hairs got together and they .....

25

26 MR. KOVACH: They're planning it again, as far as I
Rilow.

28

29 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. I don't know specifically

Bhat they're planning, but I would gather that they're going to
dd that when they come down in April for that meeting, too.
32

33 MR. TAGAROOK: All the regions?

34

35 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh. Uh-huh.

36

37 MR. TAGAROOK: I think that's a good idea. Then maybe

88ce these regional, you know, chairs and co-chairs can meet,
Baybe we'll find out where all the moose went.

40

41 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I think they're all in Anchorage.
42

43 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Terry was saying they're all -- they've
441 migrated to get educated down at UAA.

45

46 MR. TAGAROOK: And I think that's a nice -- I think
#Hat since most of us are natives of Alaska, we should share
48formation at our -- you know, from different regions. And
4Bat way .....
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1

2 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh. 1It's really good.

3

4 MR. TAGAROOK: ..... we'll find out what's happening
within the whole State.

6

7 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

8

9 MR. TAGAROOK: Because there's some information that we
l8ck up here, like the moose, you know, where are the moose
gdbing.

12

13 MR. BROWER: Mr. Chairman?

14

15 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Harry?

16

17 MR. BROWER: Helen, while we're under this cé&t

d&scussion, how far along are you now on that scoping process
that you had started before?

20

21 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: The scoping is pretty -- was pretty
mich, as far as I -- I mean, as far as I felt was fairly
28mpleted. I got letters from agencies. I didn't get much
2ésponse from people up -- you know, individual communities,
Bt I did get information when I went out to Kaktovik.

P6obably we need to do some scoping in Nuigsut. And then if
2%'s going to be pursued in the rest of -- I mean, if there's
28quests for more additional work to be done in the rest of 26,
£Ben we should probably do some scoping in the other
@6mmunities as well.

31

32 And, I mean, it's -- I don't know that it would -- I
ddn't know. We didn't have time to sit down and have a meeting
dBout this in Anchorage before this meeting, but I almost --
35d almost like to know what the Council would be requesting in

Bbhe fall, what they -- what changes they would like done in
3¢t, but maybe we just wait until fall and find out. I don't
38 I'm not sure where we move on that. It's sort of -- it was
38rt of bad timing really.

40

41 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Any more gquestions for Helen? Anything
é2se you want to add here?

43

44 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: No, that's fine.

45

46 MR. EDWARDSON: Could I ask one?

47

48 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Go ahead, George.

49
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MR. EDWARDSON: Yeah. On this .....

CHAIRMAN ITTA: If you could, excuse me, get up on this
hair here and state your name for the record, please?

U ®WN

MR. EDWARDSON: Okay. My name is George Edwardson.

I'm the president of Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope.
We're a regional IRA. Our boundaries are 66 degrees all the
Way across.

10

11 And under -- are you or any of you into studying the
dflimals to see if they're safe for human consumption or
&8mething like that, or in that perspective? Or are you just
1dto the regulation?

15

16 MR. KOVACH: Well, our office is strictly involved with
t&gulations themselves, but we have other offices within Fish &
W81ldlife Service that is currently working in conjunction with
tBe EPA and Fish & Game in doing what they call contaminants

dfialysis.

21

22 MR. EDWARDSON: Uh-huh.

23

24 MR. KOVACH: And there's work in a wide variety of
dbeas. I don't -- I'm not aware of any being done in caribou

a6 the moment, but I know there's been some past work done on
2dribou, but there's quite a bit of work being done on birds

BRanned for this summer in fact in various parts of the North
3%ope.

30

31 MR. EDWARDSON: Because there would be two areas we'd
B& real concerned in. One would be around the abandoned DEW

33ne sites for PCB.

34

35 MR. KOVACH: Uh-huh.

36

37 MR. EDWARDSON: Because back there when the DEW lines

®#8re built, the military brought 1,554 transformers, and when
BRey done their clean up, they took out 332 of them. That was
401 they took out. And these are every 50 miles apart on the
whole coast of Alaska.

42

43 CHAIRMAN ITTA: George, 1f I may add, the -- Helen and
88eve and Bill are from the U.S. .....

45

46 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Fish & Wildlife Service.

47

48 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Fish & Wildlife Service.

49
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MR. EDWARDSON: Okay.
CHAIRMAN ITTA: And they act as staff .....

MR. EDWARDSON: Oh, the .....

~N oo wbdh

CHAIRMAN ITTA: ..... with the Regional Councils. And
8ur Regional Councils, you weren't here earlier, but we work
®ith BLM, we work with .....

10

11 MR. EDWARDSON: Right.

12

13 CHAIRMAN ITTA: ..... all different land use agencies
that encompass Region Ten, and I don't know which agency in
p&rticular would be responsible. I know BLM has some say on
&6bme DEW line sites. Some are scattered like within NPRA,
tHose old DEW line sites. But again, we as a Federal -- the

A8visory Council for Region Ten, which is the same boundaries
as .....

20

21 MR. EDWARDSON: Right.

22

23 CHAIRMAN ITTA: ..... ICAS, certainly can bring those
2Aquiries up, and we can bring them up as agenda items and
dppropriate agencies. But largely we deal with the subsistence
26sues .....

27

28 MR. EDWARDSON: Okay.

29

30 CHAIRMAN ITTA: ..... related to wildlife here. And,
8% you know, that includes part of the land and .....

32

33 MR. EDWARDSON: Right.

34

35 CHAIRMAN ITTA: ..... the whole chain, so it's .....
36

37 MR. EDWARDSON: And .....

38

39 CHAIRMAN ITTA: ..... somewhat related. It gets kind
éfi a little murky here, but .....

41

42 MR. EDWARDSON: It would be pretty -- it would be
43lated, because .....

44

45 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Sure.

46

47 MR. EDWARDSON: ..... subsistence -- the subsisting

w8're doing, and the animal we're using, you know, from at
48ast this perspective right here, you need to take a
50
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look .....

2

3 CHATRMAN ITTA: Okay.

4

5 MR. EDWARDSON: ..... for two types. One for, you

know, around the DEW line sites, the animals that might exist
dround there, the fish around there. And the other one would
Be the caribou and their relationship with radioactive fallout,

9ichen, caribou and then going to man. From that perspective.
1BAnd that's -- I just had to ask that, .....

11

12 CHATRMAN ITTA: Okay.

13

14 MR. EDWARDSON: ..... to see if there was, you know,

$bmebody that could aim me toward the right direction.
16

17 MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman?

18

19 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Gordon?

20

21 MR. UPICKSON: Your concerns of the high incidence of
gdncer as .....

23

24 MR. EDWARDSON: Right.

25

26 MR. UPICKSON: ..... related to those areas that
2dnsume a lot of caribou?

28

29 MR. EDWARDSON: Right.

30

31 MR. UPICKSON: I see where your point 1is,

2. Edwardson.

33

34 MR. EDWARDSON: And we're all heavy consumers of
dadribou in the whole North Slope.

36

37 MR. UPICKSON: Yes.

38

39 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay. Thank you, George.

40

41 MR. LONG: Mr. Chair?

42

43 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Frank?

44

45 MR. LONG: 1In relation to that question, would it be
pb6ssible to have information, addresses or such as contaminant
ddpartment?

48

49 MR. KOVACH: Yes. What I'll -- what I'll do is when we
50
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break, I'll plan to get together with George and get his full
dddress, and what I'll do is I will forward his query to an
3ffice we have in Fairbanks. It's called Ecological Services.
4They have specialists on staff there that do nothing but
Bontaminants work, and I will forward this query on to them,
énd they're the appropriate people to respond to this.

7

8 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay. We appreciate that, and, George,
9f you can, make sure you get your address and where they can
tbntact you.

11

12 Geoff, if you'd come up?

13

14 MR. CARROLL: I'd just like to mention to George in

p&rticular is that the North Slope Borough, Department of
Weldlife Management, collected several caribou last year, which
&d¥e being analyzed at this point, and they just yesterday hired
d8contaminant specialist, a Ph. -- you know, a veterinary,
PR.D. guy like Dr. Albert. They hired a new staff guy who is a
8Pecialist in doing contaminant work, and that's going to be a
20t of what he does is look at that question very carefully.

33 that is something that the Borough is concerned about, and
P2Bey're going to make a real effort.

24

25 MR. EDWARDSON: And also under the Arctic policy
2ésearchers, they had gone into that type of research, too.

27

28 CHATIRMAN ITTA: Okay. Thank you.
29
30 MR. EDWARDSON: And I think it would be good for this

Gtoup right here to look at that. It would be real useful for
321 of you really to .....

33

34 MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman?

35

36 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Go ahead.

37

38 MR. UPICKSON: Maybe we ought to allocate a couple of
B8urs to George. George can give them all the information.
B8'd better have two hours. Our president of Inupiat Community

6T Arctic Slope has lots of information, verbatim. He's got it
4p here, and you better allocate a couple hours just for him.
43

44 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Yeah. I agree. And I was just going
46 say that we have all these agencies, we also work closely
woth the North Slope Borough Wildlife Management Committee,
afid, of course, they have their department, and Harry, I know
4Bey're all involved in trying to do the same thing that we're
d8ing, and I think you have the right idea. We'wve got to kind
50
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of focus all this information and make sure we deal with this
2ssue kind of cohesively, as best as we can.

MR. R. KOONUK: Mr. Chairman?

CHAIRMAN ITTA: Ray?

QO ~J OOl W

MR. R. KOONUK: Yeah. You guys probably all heard what
We've been dealing with this contaminants on radiation that had
dfifected our village, our animals, and it's still an on-going
ptroblem, and we're still trying to get cooperation from
D2partment of Energy, the State itself, DEC. The State itself
h8ve been hiding information, and not releasing any kind of
tdassified material. ©Not just the State, but the Federal
dgency itself. And if -- we ought to get concerned and get
isAvolved in this -- in this project. 1It's real hard trying to
@t information declassified, and that's a problem we're
f8cing, because, you know, the Federal Government itself
d8esn't want to release, you know, that information, of what
Rfind of experiments they were doing around our State.

21

22 We have information stating that -- well, you know, let
A8 give you a sample here where the State Health and Social
3érvice had denied of any involvement, but now we have
dbcuments stating they were involved with our caribou. With

Péople's —-- Inupiat's teeth, you know. The dentists
PHemselves. So, you know, doing this. If you are real
28ncerned here, we have to work together and get -- and try to

?28solve these problems, or start some sampling programs and get
Bhese animals analyzed like George said. So we'wve been
Fhvolved with this for the last three years, and it's pretty
82ugh. But, you know, if we work together, support each other,
¥3think we'd go a long ways.

34

35 CHAIRMAN ITTA: Okay. Thank you, Ray. How did you get
36 into this area?

37

38 (Laughter)

39

40 CHAIRMAN ITTA: TIt's a long ways. Well, it's a concern

dbout customary and traditional use, of course, natural and
d2rect link in there, and this is a subject that's really been
é3-going for a long time.

44
45 I'm ahead of you. You got ahead of me just by a
gécond. I was just going to say at this time I was going to

#@cess this meeting to continue at 9:00 a.m. tomorrow morning.
480 at this time we'll call a recess of the North Slope
8Obsistence Regional Advisory Council. Be back in your seats
50
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- I guess we'll still meet here?
2

3 MR. BROWER: Uh-huh.
4

5 CHAIRMAN ITTA: At 9:00 a.m. tomorrow morning. So
thank you. Good evening.
7

8 (Off record)

9

10 (PROCEEDINGS RECESSED UNTIL 2/17/1995)
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